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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'jpHE Work now presented to the 
Public originally appeared in a 
German periodical publiccLtion entit^ 
led, Thalia, under the name of 
The Ghost Seer, a True History, 
found among the Papers of Count 
O** ; and was continued from time 
to time. It has been supposed, and 
it is not improbable, that it was in^ 
tended to expose the impostures of 
the sect of the lUuminati, which 
was then beginning to extend itself in 

Germany. 



Vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

Germany. A translation of the first 
volume was published about five years 
agOj with a very imperfect and un- 
satisfactory account of the conclusion 
* of the History. It was presumed, 
that a faithful translation of the 
whole Work would be highly accept 
table to those who have read that 

volume J and io all the admirers of 

«• * 

the genius of Schiller. 



THE 



GHOST SEER, 



fia 



T SHALL relate an event, which to 

^ many will appear mcrediWe, but of 

the greateft part of which t myfelf was 

an eye witnefs/ The few, who are 

acquainted with a certain political bc- 

currence, wjA\ (if thefe leaves fbould 

find them alive) have a perfeft key to* 

the publication ; but without this Key 

it will ' be looked upon as an addition* 

to the hiftory of deceit* attid tsaf^&ce io 

often im<pdfed upon nmxkmd. • The 

boldnefs of ihe 'undertakiiag^ which ma-i 

lice was able tbcbnje^ture and to pur- 

vou 1 . B iue. 
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fue, muft excite aftonifliment, and alfa 
the methods wjiich they Were able to 
invent, to fecure themfelves in their 
projefts. Genuine, ' bold truth, wll 
condufl my pen ; for when thefe leaves 
go into the world, I fhali probably be 
no more, and fhall never experience 
the credit with which they' are re- 
ceived. 

It was on ipy return to Courland, 
in the year 17 — , about the time of 
the Carnival, that I paid a yifit to 
the Prince of W.... in Venice. We 
had- jknown each other in the P. . . . 
military fervice, and renewed here an 
acquaintance which peace had inter- 
rupted. As I wiftied to fee the remarkr 
able city of Venice^ the Prince eafily 
perfuaded me to bear him company^ 
and to delay my .departure from hence 
until his remittances, which were ex- 
pe£led every day, arrived. We agreed 
to live together as long as out ftay at 

Venice 
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« 

Venice (hould laft, and the Prince was 

« 

fo kind as to offer to ftare his habita- 
tion with me at the Moor Hotel. He 
fired in difguife, becaufe be wifhed to 
enjoy himfelf, and his little income did 
not permit him to maintain the dignity 
bf his rank. Two cavaliers, upon whofe 
fecrefy he could entirely rely, compofed 
(befides fome trufty fervants) his whole 
houfehold. He fhunned expences more 
from temperance than oeconomy. He 
fled from diverfions of all kinds : and at 
the age of thirty-five years, it may be 
faid, that he had refiftcd all the charms 
of that-voluptuous city. The fair fex 
was not regarded by him : gravity, and 
an almoft profound melancholy, over- 
fliadowed his mind. His- paflions were 
ftill, but obftinate to excefs ; his choice 
flow and fearful ; his attachment warm 
and lading. Locked up in his own 
vifionar}" ideas, he often was a ftranger 
to the world about him j and, con- 

B 2 fcious 
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fcious of his own deficiency in the 
knowledge of mankind, he very feldom 
obferved that line of condu£t which 
influences thofe who are wary and 
fufpicious. Nobody was ever born to 
be governed more than he, without 
being the dupe of artifice and cunning : 
at the fame thne he was unterrified and^ 
deciiive. As foon as he was once con- 
vinced, he poffeffed equal courage to 
combat an acknowledged prejudice, 
and to die for a new one. As the third 
prince of hi3 houfe, he could not have 
any views for the fovereigtity ; his am- 
bition, therefore, on that point, was 
never awakened : his paffion had taken 
quite another direSion. Confcious of 
his own averfion to being governed by 
the opinion of others, he never forced 
his own upon any perfon as a law. 
The peaceable paths of folitude, and a 
private life, Were, the fummit of his 
\yifl^es. He read , much, but without 

feleftion. 



( 5 ) 

felefciion. A narrow education, toge- 
ther with being initiated into the milfr 
tary fervice early in life, ferved to check 
all application to the ftudy of literup- 
ture — all the knowledge which he af- 
terwards acquired added but little* to 
his ideas. . He was a Proteftant, as all 
his family had been, by birth, itt)t by 
enquiry, which he never attempted, 
though he was, in a 'certain epoch of 
his life, an enthufiaft — he never, fo my 
knowledge, became a free-mafoa. 

One evening, we, as ufual, took a 
walk by ourfelves, very well malked, 
upon St. Mark's Place. As it grew 
late, and the people were difperfing, 
the Prince obferved that a nialk fol- 
lowed us every where. The malic was 
an Arminian, and walked alone. We 
idoubled our fteps, and fought by ftrik- 
ing into different turns of our road t6 
lofe him, but in vain, for he always 
remained clofe behind us. 

B 3 « You. 
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** You have not had, I hope, any 
intrigue here?'* faid the Prince atlaft 
to me, "The huibands at Venice are 
very dangerous." 

•* I know not one lady," I replied. - 

" Let us fit down here, and fpeak 
Xiermau," he continued. " I imagine 
they miftake us ^f fome other per* 
fon«/' 

We fat down upon a ftone bench, 
and expeded that the ma£k would pafs 
by. He came ftraight towards us, and 
took his feat very clofe by the fide of 
the Prince j who drew out his watch^ 
and faid rather loud in French, rifing at 
the fame time from his feat : 

*V Nine — come 1 we forget that they 
wait for us at the Louvn.' - 

This 
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This was dnJy a |>retefiec to- deceivt 
the mafic as to our rout. 

^' Nine !" repeated the limik in the 
fetfwe language^ vfefy exprefliveljr and 
flowly. « .WiQi yourfetf joy. Prince^ 
(whilft he called hitn by his right name), 
Mnke^'dack Ag diei^' 

With tiik k^ t^ity alid i^eiyt liwaf c 
we looked at one anbtlicr ?ery imicli 
amazed» 

'< Wfao k dead ?"' &id the Prihoe^ 
irfler « Jootf iilencfe* 



'' Let m follow him/' faid I^ "^ and 
requbft a;tl explanatbn.'^ - 

We hurried through all the bye ways 
of St. Mark, bttt the lAaik was hot to 
be foundi Chagrined at our \ibA fil£* 
Qtbi'Vnt proceeded to our hotel* The 

B 4 PirkiGe 
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Prince, fpoke not a word in our way 
home^ but walked apart from me, appa- 
rently in deep refleftion, and greatly 
agitated/ as he afterwards confeffed* to 
me. Whdn we got home, affuming an 
^ir. of gaiety— 

" It is indeed laughaWe," feid he, 
" that a madman fhould thus be able 
to.difiurb the tranquillity of a perfon^s 
mioA hy a couple of -wordsi'* 

We wiflied each other a good night, 
^d: a& foon as I was in my own room, 
I noted in my pocket-book the day 
and the hour when this extraordinary 
event happened — it was upon a.Thurf- 
day. The following evening the Prince 
faid to me : 

^ Let us take a walk again to St* 
Mark's Place, and try to. difcover this 
•jalyfterious Arminian. I am very anxi- 
ous to unravel this adventure." 

I agreed 
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I agreed to the propofel, and we re- 
mained till eleven o'cloqk wandering 
about the place : the Arminian was 
no where to be feen. We repeated 
our vifits the four following evenings, 
and each time with the fame bad fuc- 
cefs. The fixth evening, when we 
left our hotel, I had the forefight (whe- 
ther by defign or not I cannot fay) tO' 
tell the fervants where we might be 
founds if there fliould be any enquiry 
after us. The Prince obfepved this, 
and praifed my attention with a fmil- 
ing countenance. There was a great 
crowd upon St. Mark's Place when we 
arrived there ; and we fcarcely had 
gone thirty fteps, when I obferved the 
Arminian, who puflied himfelf through 
the crowd in great hade, and feemed^ to 
be in the aft of fearching for fomebody. 
We were juft upon the point of reach- 
ing him, when the Baron F. . . one of 
the Prince's companions, came breath- 

B 5 lels. 
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lefs towards ns> and delivered a letter 
to the Prince, 

« It is fealcd black," faid he, '' and 
we thought that it might contain in- 
telligence of great coiifequence." 

It ftruck me like a thunderbolt. The 
Prince went to a lamp, and began to 
read thc/COntents. 



€< 



My coufin is dead/* he cried. 



" When?'' faid I, interrupting him 
haftily. 

He once more read the letter. 



" Laft Thurfday, at nine o'clock in 
the evening." 

We fcarcely had time to recover 
ourfelves from our furprize, when the 
Arminian appeared, 

^^You 



^^ Yoii ard kfao^rm hete> grkcttfut 
Sire," faid he to the Prince, '' ,HaG 
ten to the Moor: you'll find there 
ambafiaiibrs from ibt Siehatei lidd do 
not hefitate to accept the honour which 
they will offer you. The Baron F. . 4 
forgot to tell you that your remittancet . 
are arrived," 

He left lis precipitately, and mingfed 
with the crowd. We hafteh^^d t6 on* 
hotel, and found every thing as the Afr 
minian had announced to MS. Three 
noblemen of the Republic were arrived 
ready to receive the Prince, and to con- 
duft him with fplendor to the affembly, 
where the firft nobility of the city ex- 
peSed him. He had juft time enough 
to let me underftand, by a flight hint, 
that he wilhed me to fjt up fpr him. 
About eleven o'clock at night be re- 
turned. He came into the room feriouah 
and thoughtful 5 and, after having, dif 

B 6* milTedi 
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mifled tiie fervant8^ he feized me by 
the hand. 

•m 

** Count," he faid, with the words 
of Hamlet, " there are more things in 
heaven and earth than are dreamt of in 
your philofophy." 

" Gracious Sir," I replied, " you 
feem to forget that you are enriched 
with the profpeft of a fovereignty *." 

^' Do not remind me of that," faid 
the. ; Prince, " I have fomething of 
greater- importance to me than a crown 

* The deceased was the hereditary Prince, the 
only son of the reigning .... who was in years, very 
sickly, and without the least prosped of having an 
heir to his dominions. An uncle of our Prince, al» 
most in the same situation, now alone stood between 
him and the throne. I am obliged to mention this 
circumstance, as the subjed will be treated of in the 
Work. 

GERMAN EDITOR. 

that 
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that now claims my attention, if that 
Arminian has not been at guefs work.'* 

" How is that poffible. Prince ?" I 
replied. 

" Then will 1 refign all my princely 
hope for the habit of a monk." 

• The following evening we went to- 
gether earlier to the market-place. A 
heavy fliower of rain obliged us to take 
fhelter in a cofFee-houfe, where we 
obferved a number of perfons at a gam- 
ing table. The Prince placed himfelf 
behind the chair of a Spaniard to fee 
the game played, whilft I went into 
an adjoining room to read the papers. 
A little time afterwards 1 heard a 
noife. Before the arrival of the Prince, 
the Spaniard univerfally loft, but fince 
he entered, the latter won upon every 
card. The whole game was totally 
changed, and the bank was in danger 

of 
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of being challenged by the pointef ^ 
whdm this luckjr reverfe of fortune had 
made bolddr. The Venetian, who kept 
it, faid to the Prince in a furly tone*-- 

*' You have changed the luck, and 
(hall quit the table/' 

The Prince . looked at him coolly, 
without giving him ananfwer, and kept 
his place, but the Venetian repeated 
his command in French. The latter 
thought that the Prince did not un- 
derftand either language ; and, addref- 
ling himfelf to the company with a 
fneering grin — 






Tell me. Gentlemen," faid he, 
how I (hall make myfelf underftood 
by this fool ?'' 

Hereupon he flood up, and would 
have ftruck the Prince ; but the Prince's 
patience forfaking him, he did not wait 
for the attack, but feized the Venetian 

by 
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hy the throat, and dafbed him with 
yiolence on the ground. This circum- 
fiance threw the whole houfe into con- 
fufion. Upon hearing the uproar, I 
ran into the room, and unguardedly 
called him by his name." 

'* Take care. Prince," faid I, incau- 
tioufly, " we are in Venice !" . 

The name of the Prince excited an 
univerfal filence, and foon after a con- 
fufed murmur ran thn)ugh tl;ie affem- 
bly, which appeared to me to have a 
dangerous tendency. The Italians pre- 
fent crowded round each other, and 
walked afide.. They foon quitted the 
room, one after the other, and we found 
ourfelvcs left only with the Spaniard 
and feveral Frenchmen. 



" You are loft, gracious Sir," faid a 
Frenchman, " if you do not leave the 
city dire£Hy. The Venetian, whom 

you 
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you have handled fo roughly, is ricrh 
enough to hire a bravo — it will only 
coft hiiri fifty fequins to be revenged 
by your death-" 



r 



The Spaniard^ in concert v«^ith the 
Frenchmen, offered to conduft the 
Prince with fafety to his houfe. We 
were ftandingthus confulting what wa^ 
bell to be done, when the door of the 
room was fuddenly opened,, and feveral 
officers of the State Inquijition entered* 
They produced an order from the go- 
vernment, in which we were both com- 
manded to follow them immediatelv. 
They conduced us. under a ftrong efcort 
to a canaJ^ where a boat waited for 
us. We were. ordered to embark ;; but: 
before we quitted it, our eyes were 
blindfolded ; and, upon our landings 
we found that they led us up a ftone 
ftair-cafe, and then through a long 
winding paffage over arches, as we 
could difcover by the repeated echoes 

. that 
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that founded under our feet* We foon 
arrived at another ftair-cafe^ which in 
twenty-fix fteps brought us to the bot- 
tom. We then heard a door creek 
upon its hinges ; and when they took 
the bandage from our eyes, we found 
ourfelves in a fpacious hall, encircled by 
an aflembly of venerable old men. All 
appeared in sable robes, and the hall 
himg with black cloth; was* dimly 
lighted by a few fcattered tapers. A 
.deadly filence prevailed through the af- 
fembly, which caufed in us. an awful 
fenfation too powerful to be defcribed. 
One. of the old men, who appeared to 
be the principal ftate inquifitor, came 
near to the Prince, and fpoke to him 
with a fblemh countenance, whilft aho* 
ther fet before him the Ve.netian. 

** Do you acknowledge this mqn to 
be the fame that you ufed fo roughly 
in the coffi^e-houfe ?" 

• 
« Yes !" 
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"Yes!" anfwered the Prince. 

Then turning to the prifonc^ — 

'' Is th&t the p^rfan you would have 
aflaifinated this evening V* 

• 

The priibkier anfwered^ ** Yes.** 

ItAtnediatel}^ ths judges opened the 
circle, and we faW) with the utmoft h6r- 
itir, the head of the Venetian fepahited 
from hia (houldersi 

** Are you fatisfied with thift facti^ 
£ce i" faid the State Inquifitor. 

The Prince fainted in the arms of his 
condufilors. . 

"v Go," he continued, with a terrible 
voice, as he turned towards me, '* and 
think in future itiore fevouraWy of the 
adminitfration of juftice in Venice/^ 

We 
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We could not learn who our un- 
known friend was, who had thus deli* 
vered us, by the arm of juftice^ from 
the diabolical plans of the aflafiin. 

We reached our habitation terrified 
f in the extreme. It was midnight. The 
chambeilain Z. . • waited for us upon 
the ftaira with great impatience. 

** How lucky it was/' fatd be to the 
Prince, as he lighted us up ftaffs, " that 
you fent the meffenger as you did j the 
intelligence firora the Baron, which was 
bn»ught to this faouiie from the inarket* 
place^ eKcited in us a dreadful uxiety 
fdr your fafety/' 

" I fent a meflage !" faid the Prince. 
^ When ? I know nothing of it/' 

" This evening, after eight o'clock, 
a perlbn arrived, and faid, we muft not 
be alarmed if yjou Ihould not return 
until late at night." 

Here 
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Here the Prince faid to me— 

" You, perhaps, without my know- 
ledge, have tiken this precaution/' 



u 



I know n<>tliihg*of it.'' 



•* It muft ceptainljr be fo, your 
Highnefs," faid the cbamberlaki, '^ for 
here is your watch, which he left with 
me as a proof that he had been with 
you.'* 

The Prince felt his pocket imme* 
diately : the watch, was adually gone ;. 
and, looking upoathat wluch the cham* 
berlain held in his hahd, he acknow* 
ledged it to be his own. 

"Who brought it?" faid he, with 
eagernefs. 

" An unknown maflc in an Armt- 
nian habit, who immediately went 
away." 

We 
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We flood and looked at each other 
in £lent horror. 

" What think you of this ?" faid 
the Prince at laft/ after a long paufe, 
" It is now certain that I have in Ve- 
nice a fecret infpetlor.'* 

The frightful tranCiftions of this night 
threw the Prince into a fever, which 
confined him to his room for eighjt 
days. During this time our hotel >was 
crowded with citizens and ftrangers,who 
had lately learnt the rank of the Prince. 
They ftrove to vie with each other in 
(hewing civility to the Prince, and we 
faw with pleafure every night how faft 
fufpicion was wearing away. Love 
letters and billets came from all quar- 
ters. Every perfon endeavoured to 
make himfelf ufeful. The whole pro- 
ceedings of the State Inquifition were 
no longer thought of. In the mean 
time, the Court of . . . did not wifli to 

haften 
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haften the departure of the Prince, and 
therefore gave inftruftions to a rich 
banker in Venice to furnifli him with 
large funis of money. Thus he was put 
Into a condition, contrary ta his incli- 
nation, of remaining longer in Italy ; 
and, agreeable to his wiflies,* I confented 
nqt to haften my departure. As foon 
as he was fo far recovered as to be able 
f o leave his chamber, the phyfician or- 
dered him to make an excurfion upon 
the Brenta for the benefit of the air. 
The weather was line, and w6 foon 
made an agreeable party. Juft as we 
were about to ftep into the gondola, 
the Prince miffed a key to a little 
box which contained fome valual^le 
papers. We returned immediately to 
look for it. He remembered perfe6lly 
to have locked the box the day be- 
fore,, and fince that time he had not 
quitted the room. But all our efforts 
to difcover it were fruitlefs: we there- 
fore abandoned the fearch 5 and the 

Prince, 
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PrincQ, whofe fcul was above fufpicioQ^ 
gave it over as loft, but requefted m^ 
wt to take any notice of it. The 
Toys^ge was delightfully enchanting; 
the landiicape feemed to increafe in 
beauty and variety at every turn of the 
riv^r 5 added to this> a clear (ky, which 
ia the middle of February formed a 
May-day. The charming gardens that 
furrounded the elegant countiy houfes 
which every where adorned the fides of 
the Brenta, together with the majeftic 
Venicecrowned with an hundred towers, 
as if rifing from the water, offered us one 
of the moft delightful profpefts in the 
world* We loft ourfelves entirely in 
(he beautiful magic of the fcenery 
around us> Our fpirits were elated, 
aji^d even the Prince afliimed an air of 
gaiety, and joined with us in our fro* 
lickfome pleafentry. Sweet mufic occu* 
pied our attention, when we got to the 
Ihore about two Italian miles from the 
t^wn. It proceeded from a fmall vil- 
lage 
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lage where they were holding a fair. 
Here every art was praftifed by the 
company. A troop of young maidens 
and children, dreffed in a theatrical 
manner, welcomed uswith apantomimic 
dance. The invention was new : nim- 
blenefsand grace animated every mo- 
tion. Before the dance was ended, one 
of thefti, who feemed to be the prin- 
cipal perfon, and who afted the part of 
the queen, fuddenly flopped, as if re- 
flrained by an invifible power. She 
flood ftill, all followed her example, 
and the mufic ceafed. An univerfal 
filence prevailed in the whole aflembly, 
whilft ihe ren[>ained with her eyes fixed 
upon the ground as in a profound 
trance : then (he became as if infpired, 
looked wild, and cried In a tranfport of 
joy— 



4i 



A king is amongft us!'* 



She 
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She rofe, took her crown from ber 
head, and placed it at the feet of the 
Prince. All who were prefent dircfted 
their eyes towards the Prince, who 
was a long time uncertain what could 
be the meianing of this juggle, (o well 
had (he afted the monkey tricks of 
this farce in earneft. At- length an 
univerfal ij^ap'ping of hands interrupt- 
ed this filence. I looked at the Prince, 
and perceived that he was not a little 
concerned and hurt to be examined by 
the enquiring eyes of the company. 
He dirtributed money to the children, 
and haftened from the crowd. We had 
not gone far, when a venerable monk 
came from the crowd, and placed him- 
fclf in the path we vvere puffuing. 

« Sir,'* faid the Monk, « beftow fome 
of your money upon Madona; you will 
need her prayers/' 

VOL. I. c He 
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He fpoke this in d t6ne which ftait- 
3ed us — the crowd, however, foon fepa* 
rated him from us. Our fuitSwas in 
the meantime increafed. An Englifli 
Lord, whom the Prince had feen be- 
fore at'Nizza, feveral merchants from 
Leghorn, a German prelate, a French 
abbe, with feveral ladies, and a Ruf- 
fian officer, attached themfelves to our 
party. The phyfiognomy of this laft^ 
had fome thing fo remarkable about it, 
that it attrafted our attention. Never 
in my life did I fee fo many traits, and 
fo little character ; fo much inviting be- 
nevolence, and fuch forbidding coldnefs 
painted together in one man's coun- 
tenance. Every paffion feemed to have 
formerly dwelt there, and to have 
abandoned it. Nothing, remained but 
the ftill piercing look of a -perfefil man 
of the world — every eye was fixed 
upon him wherever he went. This 
ftranger followed at a diftance, and 

feemed 
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feemed indifferent to whatever was 
going on. We arrived at the booth 
where a lottery was kept : the ladies 
bought tickets — wc followed their ex- 
ample, and the' Prince alfo purchafed 
a {hare. He won a fnuff box ; and, 
when he opened it, I perceived him* 
turn pale, and ftart back with the ut- 
moft furprize — the little key he had 
loft was in it. 

" What is this ?" faid he to me when 
we were alone, with a fixed counte- 
nance, " an unknown power purfues 
me, an all-powerful being hovers over 
me ; an invifible agency, which I can- 
not flee from, watches over all my ac- 
tions. I muft feek the Arminian, and 
obtain an explanation from him." 

The fun was fetting as we arrived 
at the pleafure houfe where the fup- 
per was. ferved up. The name of the 

c 2 Prince 
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Prince had increafed our party to the 
number of fixteen perfons. Befides^ our v 
former party, a virtuofo from Rome, 
feveral Swifs, and an adventurer from 
Palermo, who wore an uniform, and 
gave himfelf out for a captain, initiated 
themfelves into our Society. It was 
agreed to fpend the whole evening 
here, and to return home by torch- 
(light. The entertainment at the table 
was good, and the converfation very 
fprightly ; the Prince could not re- 
frain from relating the adventure of 
the key, which excited a general afto- 
nifliment, A great difpute arofe con- 
cerning this affair : — The major part of 
the company had the temerityto think 
all thefexrunning tricks-depended upon 
witchcraft. The Abbe, who had al- 
ready drank a fufficient quantity of wine, 
challenged the whole kingdom of ghofts 
into the ring. The EngHfliman fwore 
the mufician crofled himfelf for the af- 

(iftance ' 
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fiftaqce of the Devil. A few, in the 
number of whom was the Prince, main- 
tained that it was "better not to give 
any decided opinions upon thefe fub- 
jefts. During this converfation the 
Ruffian officer entertained himfelf with 
the ladies/ and feemed to be perfeftly 
inattentive to the converfation. In the 
height of this difpute, no one ob- 
ferved that the Sicilian had retired. A 
(hort time afterwards he returned,' 
clothed in a mantle, and placed him- 
felf behind the chair of the Frcnchr 
man. 

" You have had the boldnefs," faid 
he, *' to challenge all the, kingdom of 
ghofts. — Will you try one ?" 

« Yes !" faid the Abbe, « if yoxr 
will undertake to bring one before 



me." 



c 3 « That 
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^* That I will," replied the SiciliaB> 
turning himfelf about, " when thefe 
ladies and gentlemen ihall have left 
us." 

" Why fo !" exclaimed tht EngliOj- 
man, ." a jovial ghoft will enjoy himfeU" 
in fuch good company/' 

" I will not anfwer for the conie- 
quences," faid the Sicilian. 

^' Ob, heavens 1 " cried the ladies, a^d 
fled, tenified, from their feats* 

'^ Let your ghoft Come," iaid the 
A)3be, dariogly^ but warn him before^ 
hand that he will find here ibarp<« 
pointed tools;" at the fame time en-* 
deavouring to borrow a fword^ 

" You may do, in that refpeft, aa 
you pleafe," faid the Sicilian coolIy,^ 
•* when you fee it.'* 

Here 
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Here he turned himfelf towards tTie 
Frince* 

" Gracious Sir," faid he to hiiii, 
^ you believe that your key was ia 
ftrange bands — Can you gue& ia 
whofe ?" 

•^ No." 

** Do you fufpe£t any body ?" 

^ I iMd certainly a &fpicioii/^ 

•* Should you know the perfbn iFyou 
were to fee him ?" 

«< Without doubt/' 

Here the S^ilian put afid« his «mui- 
tie, and took from under it a looking- 
glafs, which he held before the. eyes 
of the Prince. 

4 '' Is 
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" Is this the man ?" 

The Prince ftarted back with the ut- 
moft terror. 

« What have you fcen V aikcd U 

I 

« The Arminian !" 

The Sicilian put the glafs under his 
mantle. 

" Was that the perfon you meant ?'' 
. enquired the whole company. 



(( 



The very fame." 



Upon this every countenance was 
changed, no one was heard to laugb^ 
ihd all ey^s were fixed attentively upon 
the Sicilian. 



" Monfieur 
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'' MonfieurAbbe/' faid the EngUfli- 
man, " this thing l)ecomes ferious : I 
advife you to think of your retreat." 

" The fellow is in league with the 
Devil," cried the Frenchman,^ and 
rufhed out of the houfe. The ladies 
ran fhrieking from the hall— the virtuofo 
followed them — the German prelate 
fnored in his chair— the Ruffian remain- 
ed fitting as if .perfefHy indifferent to 
what was paffing. 

** You thought, perhaps, to have 
excited a great laugh," faid the Prince, 
" againft this boafter, if he* had not 
gone out; or did you intend to have 
performed what you promifed ?" 



€U 



It'istrue," faid the Sicilian, "with 
the Abbe I was not in earneft y I took 
him at his word, becaufe I knew, that 
the coward would not fuffer me to go 
fo far as to put it in execution/' 

c 5 . "The 
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*' The thing itfelf is of too ^G»1ou5 a 
dature to malce a |dke of/' 

" You maintain, then> that you have it 
in your power to do what you aflerted V 

The magician was filent, and Teemed 
to he ftudyiBg the expreffive t:x>unte- 
nance of ^the Priace. 

••^ Yes," jaafwered he, at length. 

The curiofity of the Prince was al- 
ready excited to the higheft degree, for 
he had always believed in fupernatural 
beings, and this aft of the Arminian 
brought back to his mind all hi« for- 
mer refleftions on this fubjefit, which 
reafon had in fomemeafure driven away» 
He went afide vith the Sicilian, and I 
heard him €onverfii!ig with bim very 
carneftly. 



^< 



You 
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<* Youhaye t^oi^ fon j» man/* con- 
tinued he, '^ wh9 bun^ with irnpa* 
tience for w eKfia«a):4oQ of dais iafiain 

faSor^ as my beft fricjwi, who woidd, 
in this rcfpeft, rcjnxoye roy doubts, and 
difljpate tte mUl from my eyes. — Will 
you deferve tbia great lervice al my 
hands ?" 

*' What do you require of me ?" faid- 
the magician, with thoughtfulnefs. ,, 

^' -To gi Vie nie i mmedifitejy a .proof of 
your^rt, let me fee an app^ition." 

*' Why Aould I jdo this?'' 

" That you may judge, from a nearer 
ao^^intmce, whether I am worthy of 
higher inffru€lion;" 

c 6 *M efteem 
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*^ I efteem jrou above all others^ 
mighty Prince. A fecret power in 
your countenance, which you yourfelf 
are ignorant of, bound me at firft fight 
irrefiftibly to you. You are more power- 
ful than you are aware of. You have 
an undoubted right to command all my 
power, but — " 

" Then allow me to fee an appa- 
rition." 

** I muft be firft certain that you do 
not make this requeft out of curiofity ; 
for, although the fupernatural power$ 
are fubjefted to jny will in fome re- 
fpeft, it is under the facred condition 
that I do not abufe my authority." 

" My motives are the pureft. I wifli 
for an explanation of fafts-" 



Here 
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Here they left their places, and ap- 
proached to a diflant window, where 
I could not "hear what was faid. The 
EngHftman, who had alfo heard this 
converfation, took me afide, 

" Your prince has a noble mind," 
faid he, « but I pity him, for I witt 
bet my life he has to deal with.* 
iharper." 

" That will be proved," faid I, " where 
becomes to inveftigate this matter." 

" Let me tell you," faid the Engliflii 
man,. " that the Devil makes himfelf 
very dear. He will not praftife his art 
without touching the cafli. There are 
nine of us. We will mak? a colkaion. 
This will break the neck of his fcheme, 
and perhaps open the eyes of the 
Prince." 



(( 



lam 
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'* } am content/* 

The SfiigltAKnw in^ofiediaitcily thr^w 
fix gain^^ into ^ pla^^ apid gskhened 
in the ring. Each gave feveral l^tA^/ 
The Ruflian efpecially was highly 
pleaifed 9t our propofal ; ^e put a bank 
ll(H^ iof a i)^ndred fequins iviQ th^ 
plate — a piece of cxtrnyagance whiob 
ftartled the Englifhman. We brou^t 
the colleftion to the Prince. 

" Have the goodnefs," faid the Eng- 
lifhman, " to entreat, in our names,^ 
that gentleman to let us fee a ptoof of 
tiis art, and perfuade him to accept 
this fmall token of our acknowledge- 
m^ts for his trouble." 

The Pcince alfo put a coftly ring 
iptp the pjate, and prefented it to :the 
Sicilian. He confidered of our pro- 
pofal 

'' Gentle- 
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** GoDf kmen,^' he began, *^ tbit tm^ 
expe£ted generofity is highly flattering^ 
I obey your wiflies. Your defires {hall 
be iidfiBed" 

In the meantime he rang the belli 

'**^ With ucfpeflt to this money," he 
eontimiod, " ito which I have «o rights 
ff you will give me le^ve, I will prci- 
fent it to the neareft monaftery, as a 
gratuity towards fo feenevoleail an infti- 
tution. This ring I fliall always keep, 
as a valuable proof of the .goadnefs of 
the beft of princes." 

HtJre ?the m^er of .the houfe entered, 
to Wihom he iramediajbely delivered the 
money. 

*VHc is ftill a-fwindkr;' faid the 
Engliftiman^ ^^ although he refufes the 
gold. It is done that he m^y get more 
into .the Prince's favour." 

Another 
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I 

Another faid/ "the landlord is in 
league with him." 

" What would you wifli to fee?'^ 
faid the Sicilian to the Prince." 

" Let us have a great man," faid the 
Lord : " Challenge the Pope Gangi- 
nelli ;.it will bethe fame to this gentle- 
man." 

The Sicilian bit his lips. 

** I dare not call for one who has re- 
ceived extreme unftion." 

« That is bad," faid the Englilh. 
man. " Perhaps we (hould learn from, 
him of what diforder he died." 

*' The Marquis of Lanoy" faid the 
Prince, ** was a French brigadier in a. 
former war, and my moft intimate: 

friend.. 
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friend. In a battle near Haftinbecfc 
he received a deadly wound- They 
took him to my tent, where he foon 
after died in my arms. Before he ex- 
pired—" Prince/' faid he, " I (hall 
never again behold my native country ; 
I will therefore entruft you with a fe- 
cret, which is known to no one but 
myfelf. In a cloifter upon the borders 

of Flanders, there lives a " At that 

inftant he expired. Death deftroyed the 
thread of his difcourfe. I could wifli to. 
have him brought before me, and ta 
hear the conclufion of his tale/' 

'' Well requeffed, by God,'' faid the 
Engliihman, ^^ I Khali efteem you as the 
greateft conjurer in the world, if you 
comply with this rcquefl." 

Wc admired the wife choice of the 
Prince, and unanimoufly gave our con* 
fent to the propofition. In the mean 

time 
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■ 

time the magician walked up and dowa 
the room, with hafty (leps, and feemed 
to be holding a conference with him^ 
felt 

^ Aod iraa tbat all which titie 4/^^ 



u 
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^ JM 70«i make sm^ f«urther enquU 
ms, oa EQfiOttBt of what you heard, in. 
his sadive ieoimtry P^ 

** It was in vain.^ 

^ Did the Maarquis of Lmotjr )yire 

ineptiQaclAbly i fori dare not caiLajijr 
one I pleafe from the dead.''' 

^ Hejdied with penitence for the finsr 
of his youth." 

« Have 
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1 

" Have yott »bovit you any tokea ot 
his ?" 

« Yes," 

The Pripce had aSimlly a ixNuf^QSTit 
OQ the lid of which a miniatuF'Q pi^ure 
of tha Marquis was paiat^ in eQ^meJ^ 
^hich he ufuaUy laid near \im ^P^n tl^ 

*' I do not defire to Iqslow wbat it i.«. 
Leave me alone ; you fliall fee the de* 

cfafed/' 

We were defired to go into another 
apartment^ and wait u^til be caUed 
for us. At the fame time he ordered 
all the rooveabJes to be taken fisoop ihe 
halj;, the; wmdows to be taken out, and 
the window Abutters to be put clofe tov 
He alfo ordered the landlord, with 

whom he had ^eady been conniving, 

ta 
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to bring in. a veflel. filled with hot coals, 
and to put out all the fires in the 
houfe carefully with water. .Before we 
returned, he made us all promife that 
we would obferve a profound filence 
during the whole. oiF what we fliould 
fee or hear. All the doors of the rooms 
behind us leading to this apartment 
were fattened . The clock had ftruck 
eleven. A deadly filence prevailed 
through the whole houfe. Before w^e 
went out, the Ruffian faid to me — 

" Have we any loaded piftols witlt 
us?" 



u 



Why ^" laid t 



" It is at all events convenient," an- 
fwered he. •* Wait a minute, and t 
will go and fee after fome." 

He went out, and the Baron and my^. 
felf opened a window which looked 

towards. 
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-towards another room, and we thought 
we heard people talking together, and 
a nolfe as if they were placing a lad- 
der under it ; but as that might only be 
a conje£lure, I dared not give it out as 
certain. The Ruffian returned with a 
brace of piftols, after being abfent 
about half an hour. We faw him load 
them. It was now near two o'clock 
when the magician appeared again, and 
announced that he was prepared. Be- 
fore w€ returned, he ordered us to pull 
off our flioes, and to appear in our 
Ihirts, (lockings, and under garments. 
The doors as before were all faftened. 
We found, when we returned into the 
ball, a large circle made with cOals, in 
which we could all (land very conve- 
niently. Roundabout the room, and by 
the four walls, the boards were taken 
aw^ay^ fo that we feemed to (land as it 
were upon an illand. An altar, hung 
with black cloth, was erefted in the 

middle 
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middle of the circle, under which was 
tpread a carpet of red (ilk ; a Chaldean 
Bible laid open near a death's head 
upon the altar, and a filver crucifix was 
fattened in the centre. Inftead of can- 
ities, fpirits were burning in a filver 
veffel. A thick fmoke of olive wood 
darkened the hall, which almoft extin- 
guiflied the lights. The conjurer was 
clothed 9s we were, but bare-footed. 
On his bare neck he wore ^n amulet * 
fufpended by a chain of human hair. 
Upon his loins he wore a white maiitle, 
which was decorated with magical cha- 
rafters and myfterious figures. He 
•made us join hands, and maintain a 
deep filence. Above all, he recom- 

* Amulet was the name of a charm made of 
"wood or other materials, and on which was engrav- 
ed particular words and characters, and wore about 
the neck, to subvert the machinations of the Devil 
and his agents. They were held in high esteem by 
the Arabs, Turks, and Jews, and particularly 
amongft the Catholics. - 

mended 
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mended US' not to a(k the apparition 
any queftions. He requefted the Eng- 
lifhman and myfelf (for he feemed to 
entertain the greateft fufpiGion of us) 
to hold two drawn fwords, fteadily arfd 
crofs ways, an inch above his head, as 
long as tlie ceremony flK)uld laft. We 
itood in a half circle around him. The 
Ruffian officer preflfed near to the Eng- 
lifhman, and flood next to the altar. 
The magician placed himfelf upon the 
<:arpet, with his face towards the eaft, 
fprinkled holy water to the four cor- 
ners of, the world, . and bowed thrice 
before the Bible, A quarter of an hour 
paffed in ceremonious a6ls, perfeftly 
uirintelligible to us; at the end of 
which, he gave thofe a fign who flood 
behind him to hold him faft by the hair. 
Struggling apparently with dreadful 
convulfions, he called the deceafed by 
•name three' times 9 at the laft, he 
itretched out his hand towards the cru- 
cifix. 
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cifix. We inftantly experienced t vio- 
lent (hock, which feparated our hands. 
A fudden clap of thunder fhook the 
houfe to its foundation; at the fame time 
the window fliutters rattled, and all the 
doors were burft open. The apparatus 
fell in pieces, and as foon as the light 
was extinguiflied, we obferved diftinftly 
on the wall over the chimney-piece the 
figure of a man clothed in a bloody 
garment, with a pale and livid afpeft, 

" Who called me ?" cried a faint hol- 
low voice. 






Thy friend," faid the conjurer, 
who venerates thy memory, and prays 

for thy fouh" 

« 

At the fame time he mentioned the 
name of the Prince. 

^ " What does he want ^" continued 
the ghoft, after a very long paufe. 

. *^ He 
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" He. wiflies to hear your confefllon 
to the end, which you began in this 
worid but did not finifh. 

■ • * 

" In a cloifter upon the l^orders of 
Flanders there lives — "^ 

Here the houfe (hook again, the door 
opened of its own accord, and a violent 
clap of thunder was heard, as a flafh of 
lightning Uluminated the room. Imme- 
diately another form, bloody and pale 
like the other, appeared at the thref- 
hold. The fpirits in the vafe began 
to bum again, and the hall was as it firft 
appeared. 

.*^ Who is among us ?" cried the ma- 
gician, looking with horror and afto- 
nifliment at the fpedtators, " I did 
not much wifh for thee." 

VOL* I. p The 
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The ghoft immediately walked with 
a flow and majeftic ftep to the altar, and 
flood upon the carpet oppofite to us. 
It feized the crucifix, and the firft appa- 
rition inftantly vaniflied. 

" Who is it that has called me ?" faid 
the fecond apparition. 

The magician began to tremble. Fear 
and aftonifliment almoft overpowered 
us. I now feized, a piftol — the magi- 
cian wrefted it from my hand, and 
fired at the ghofl:. The ball rolled 
along the altar, and the figure remained 
amidft the fmoke unhurt- The magi- 
cian immediately funk down in a fit. 

, " What have we here?" exclaimed 
the Englifliman with aftoniflimeiit, as he 
endeavoured to ftrike the ghoft with his 
fword. The apparition arretted his 
arm, and the fword fell to the ground. 

Here 
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Here the fweat of anguilh ftarted from 
my forehead, and the Baron confeffed 
to us afterwards that he employed him- 
felf in praying. All this time the 
Prince ftood fearlefs and unmoved, with 
his eyes rivetted upon the figure. 

•* Yes!" faidhe at laft pathetically, 
" I know thee : thou art Lanoy — thou 
art my friend.. From whence doft thou 
come ?" 

** I cannot divulge the myfteries of 
eternity. — Afk me any queftion that re- 
lates to my exiftence onearth." 

" Wh6 lives in the cloifter," faid thfe 
Prince, " of which you gave me notice 
at; th^ hour of your death ?" 



« 



My daughter." 



x> 2 *' Howf 
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" How ! Have you ever beert a fa- 
ther f" 

" I would that I had not been." 

" Are you not happy, Lanoy?" 

" God is-my judge." 

" Can I not render you anyfervice 
in this world ?" 

" None ; but think of ydurfelf." 

•' How muft I do that ?" 

** You will learn it atRome." 

Immediate!y> clap of thunder was' 
heard — a thick fmdke filled the rooms 
and when it cleared up, the figure haU 
vaniflied. I pu(hed open a window- 
(hiitter — it was day-light- 
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-The .coftjurer foon .rdcorcred his 
Xenfes* 

^* Whei»iar€»*«*e'f-'.Kc <?ri^d, »when 

5Ebc Ruttan cofiker fiood ^lefe 1m^ 
hind^hkn ; .andilooking^orer his ihoul- 

ckr, 

^ ^^^^w*^ lie ffcid, ^ith a pierc- 
ing ^own, -^^ tbis is the ilaft itime tiiott 
jrik^ftvdr have it in ^Ay power to Timr- 
mon another ghpff to^kppearoD^artfa:" 

il^e ,€Sc41iaii -t^Arned heftity round \ 
and, iodciog ftedffaAty in 4hs laee, ifKter^ 
ed a Jpud lariek, and i^ fenfeWlsoti 
ti)e g^cound. imm^ia^^ 4^e pre- 
tended Ruffian was difcpvered by the 
Prince to be no other perfon than his 
la^yAerious friend the Arminian. 

D 3 No 
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No language can paint the horror 
this circumftancp occafioned in the 
mind of the Prince, and the confterna- 
tioh that generally pervaded the com- 
pany. We flood motionlefsr as we fuf- 
veyed this awful being, who penetrated 
Xk$ to the foul with his looks. A dead 
fijence. reigned for fome minutes: at 
length feveral loud knocks at the door 
roufed us from a ftate of ftupefa^tion. 
The noife coiQtinued, ahd the door was 
, ibpn after {battered in pieces, when 
feveral police ofiicer$^ with' a guards 
ruibed into the halL 

, " Here we* find them all together,** 
cried the commander» turning to his foK 
lowers. *^ In the name of the govem^^ 
ment,'* (addrefling himfelf to us) cried 
he, " I arreft you all." 

We had fcarcely time to recoiled: 
ourfelves, ere we were all furrounded 

by 
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by the guard. The Ruffian, whom I 
(hall now call the Arminian, took the 
commander afide ; and notwithftanding 
the confufion we were in, I obferved 
that he whifpered fomething in his ear, 
and fhewed him a paper, at the fight of 
which the man bowed refpeflfuUy and 
retired — :as he paffcd us he took off his 
hat. 

*' Forgive me, gentlemen," faid he, 
'* for having confounded you with this 
impoilor. I will not aik who you are, 
this perfon aflures me that I have men 
of honour before me." 

In the meantime he gave his peo- 
ple a hint to withdraw from us. He 
commanded them, however, to feize 
the Sicilian, and to bind him. 

^* This fellow has reigned long 
cpough," added he, " we have been 

t) 4 upon 
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upon the watch for him thefe fevei> 
months." 

• 

This miferable wretch was indeed an 
obje£t of pity. The fudden fright which 
the fecond apparition occafioned, and 
the unexpected reproach from the Ar- 
minian, had overpowered his fenfes. 
He fuffered himfelf to be bound with- 
out the leaft oppofition. His eyes roHed 
in his head^ and a death-like paleneis 
fpread itfelf over his countenantej as at 
intervals^ he heaved jecMVUlfive %hs. 
Every m6meh t We eitpifted ^ thaf lie 
would become fraritlft.-T?he'-FriiSce 
pitied his diftrefs, '^nd^ndertdof ta^f<S 
licit his difcharge from the leader of the 
police, to whom he difcovered his ' 
rank. ^ . . ^ . . 

" Gracious Prince,'' faid the officer, 
•* do you know who this man is ? and 
for whom you fo generoufly intercede ? 

The 
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1^ tficks wkich he pra£lifed to de- 
ceive you^ are the leaft of hit crimes. 
We have already fecured his accom- 
plices, and they have difcovered tranf^ 
a£Hons which he ha& been concerned' 
inof. the 'moit' horrid nature. He may 
think himfitif well ofF if he efcapes* 
with banifliment to the galleys.'' 

In the meantime we obferved the 
landlord ^and his family fettered and led 
through- the yard. , 

"Is that man guilty ?'* cried ' the 
Prince. *' What has he done ?'^ 

** He wa» his accomplice," faid the 
officer, ** and affifted himin his moun- 
tebank -tricks ^nd robberies, and ifaared ^ 
the ^fpoil. with himt I -will convince^ 
you imm^diatelf, graciovrsSif, of the ' 
truth -of ,my aflfertion" (turning towards 
Ym followers}. ' '^ Search the houfe," he 

D 5 cried^ 
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cried, *'* and bring me, immediately ih-r' 
telligcnce as4to what ydu difcover," 

Thp Prince looked for the Arminian,* 
but he was gone. ' In the confufion 
which this enexpe6ted ctrcumftance oc*' 
cafioned, he found means to fieal off- 
without being obferved. The Prince* 
was inconfolable : he determined to 
f<^d fervantsi after him, and alfofearch 
for him hjmfelf; and, hurrying with me* 
to the window, we obferved the whole 
houfe furrounded by the populace, 
whom the^ account of this event had 
drawn to the fpot; 

. " It is itnpojfible' to make our way 
through the crowd," faid I ^ ** and if it 
is the intention of the Artninian to* 
elude Qur fearcb, he certainly knows 
the means to do .it> effectually : let us 
rather fiay here a little lodger, gracious 
Sir. Perhaps. this officer of the police 
' can 
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can give us foroe information refpefl:- 
iog him, to whom he has,' if I have 
righjtly obferved, difcovered himfelf/' 

We recollefted that we were ftill in 
an undrefe, and promifing to return 
foon, we haftened into a room to put 
on our clothes as quick as poflible. 
When we came back, the fearching of 
thehoufe was finifhed; After they had ' 
removed the altar, and forced up the 
boards of the floor, they difcovered a 
vault . where a man was able to 
. fit upright, which was feparated by 
a fecret door from a narrovi^ ftair-cafe 
that led to a gloomy cave. In this 
abyfs they found an eleftrical machine, 
a clock, and* a fmall filver bell ; which 
laft, as well as the elefitrical machine^ 
had a cominunication with the altar 'and 
the crucific that was fixed upon it. A 
hole had been made in the window- 
fhutter oppofite the chimney, which 

opened 
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opened and (hut with a Aide. In this 
hole, as we learnt afterwartds, was fixe^ 
a magic lanthorn^ from which thi 
figure of the ghoft had been reflefted 
on the oppofite wall over the chimney, 
from the garret and the cave they 
brought feveral drums, to which large 
leaden bullets were faftened'by firings : 
thefe had probably been ufed to imi- 
tate the roaring of thunder which we 
had heard. In fearching the Sicilian's 
clothes, they found in a cafe, different 
powders, genuine mercm-y in vials and 
boxes, phofphorus in a glafs bottle, and ' 
a ring, which we immediately knew to 
be magnetic, becaufe it adhered to a' 
fteel button that had been placed near 
to it1by accident. In his coat pockets 
was a rofary, a Jew's beard, a dagger, 
and a pocket piftol. 

' « • * 

^* Let us fee if it is loaded/' faid one 
of the watch, and fired up the chimney. 



€( 



Jefus 



/ 



( 61 ) 

-" Jefus -Maria!" cried a voice. 
Which w€ knew to be the'fame as that 
we had heard when the nrft fpirit ap- 
peared, and at the^ fame infltant we bc^ 
held a bteeding perfon tumbling down 
the chimney. • ' ' 

p 

« What ! not yet at reft, poor ghoft ?" 
cried the Englifliman, whilft we dart- 
ed back affrighted. ^ Go to thy grave. 
Thou haft appeared what thou waft not, 

and now thoii wilt be what thou haft 

..... . < • - - * 

appeared," 

" Jefus Maria ! I am wounded * " re- 
plied the man. 

m 
J 

The ball had fraftured his right leg. 
Care was immediately taken to have the 

wound drefTed. 

. . I - 

" But who art thou ?" faid the Epg- 
li(h lor^j " and what evil fpirit. brought 
thee here?** ^ 

"lam 
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** I am a poor folitary monk," anfwer- 
ed the wounded man. " A ftrange 
gentleman offered me a zechin to — • 

*' Repeat your magical leflbn. — And 
why didft thou not withdraw immedi- 
ately you had finifhed ?" 

" I was waiting for a fignal to con- 
tinue my fpeech, as had been agreed on 
between us ; but as this fignal was 
not given, I was endeavouring to get 
off, when r found the ladder had been 
removed/' 

A 

" And what was the formula he 
taught thee ?" . 

The wounded man fainted : nothing 
more could be got from him; When 
we obferved his features more minutely, 
we difcovered him to be the fame man 
that ftqod in the path-way of tlie Prince ^ 

the 
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the evening before, and alked alms for 
the Madbna. The Prince addreffed the 
leader of the watch, giving him at the 
fame time fome pieces of gold. 

" You have refcued us," faid he, 
"from, the hands of a deceiver, and 
done us juftice even without knowing 
us — increafe our gratitude by telling u$ 
who the ftranger was, that, by fpeak- 
ing only a few words, procured us our 
liberty ?" 

\ 

". Whom dp you mean ?" afked the 
officer, with a countenance which feemed 
to indicate that the queftion was ufe- 
lefs. 

" The gentleman in, a Ruffian uni- 
form, who took you afide, fliewed you ' 
a written paper, and whifpered in your 
ear, in confequence of which you im- 
mediately fet us free." 
' . ' *'Do 
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Do not you know the gentleman ?''' 
fold the officer. " Was he not one of; 
your company?" 

** No," faid the Prince 5 " and I 
have very important reafons for wifliing 
to be acquainted with him/' 

" He is a perfe£l ftranger to m^.too," 
replied the officer j " even hi^sname is 
unknown to me. I faw him to-day for, 
the firft time in my life," 

" How ! And was he able in fo 
fliort a fpace of time,, and by uiing.only , 
a^ few words, to convince you that we. 
were all innocent ?" 

", Undoubtedly;! Sifg, with a.fingle 
word." 



e \y *. ' 



*\ Aiad this .wai?— I xonfcfi I i wifliT 
to know it." 

« This 
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" This ftranger, my Prince/* (weigh- 
ing the zedhins in his hand) — ** You 
have been too generous for me to make 
it any longer a myflcry — ^This Itranger 
is an officer of the Inquifition/* 

"Of the Inquifition I— What 1 that 
man ?" 

^* Nothing elfc, my Prince. I was 
conviticed' of it by fhe paper which' he 
ftewedtome.'* ' • ' ' 



• « ^ « 



^ That man did you lay ? It cannot 

/• mill j; ; i 'Ai a r • :)4 . attl .' 



be.** ' 



4 * 



** I will tell you more^ my Prince ; it 
was upon his information that I hav<( 
been fent here to arreft the conjurer." 

We looked at each other with the 
utmoft aftonifliment, 

« Now 
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^* Now we know/' faid the Engli{h 
Lord, " why the poor devil of a for- 
Cerer ftarted when he Came near his 

r 

face. He knew him to be a fpy, and 
for that reafon he made fuch a hor- 
rible outcry and threw himfelf at his 
feet." 

" No P' interrupted the Prince. "This 
man is whatever he wilhes to be, and 
whatever the moment requires him to 
be. No mortal ever knew what he 
really was. Did not you fee the knees 
of the Sicilian fink under him, when he 
faid, with a terrible voice : " Thou (halt 
no more call a ghoft," There is fome- 
thing myfterious in this matter. No 
perfon can perfuade me that one man 
fhould be thus alarmed at the fight of 
another, without fome moft eflential 
reafon." 

*^ The Conjurer will probably ex* 
plain it the beft," faid the Englifh Lord, 
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*' if that gentleman (pointing to the of- 
ficer) will prpcure us an opportunity of 
fpeaking to his prifonen 

The officer confented to it, and after 
having agreed with the Englifliman to 
vifijt the Sicilian in the morning, we re- 
turned to Venice *. 

Lord Seymour (this was the name of 
the Engliihman) called upon us very, 
early in the forenoon, and was foon aftejr 
followed by a perfon whom the officer 

* Count O. . »• . , whofe narrative I have thus far 
literally copied, defcribes minutely the various ef- - 
Mto of this adventure upon the mind of the Prince* 
Stnd of his companions, and recounts a variety of 
tales of apparitions, which this event gave occafion 
to introduce. I ihall omit giving them to the reader, 
on the fuppofition that he is as curious as myfelf to 
know ^le conduiion of the adventure, and its effeds 
on the cojidu6i ofthe prince. I fcall only add, 
that the Prince got no deep the remainder of the 
night, ^nd that he waited with impatience for the 
moment which viraa to difclofe this iacon%pr€hea« 
fible mj (lery. 

h»d 
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had intruded with the care of condutV" 
jingua to the prifon. I forgot tpmen- 
tion that one of the Prince's doipefticsy 
a native of Bremen, and who had ferved 
.him many years ,yvith the ftrifteft fide- 
lity, and who pp^^fled his ,c0nfi4eQce, 
liad been iniffing for fever^l days. ^Vhc- 
tner he haci'met with any acqidjent; 
been kidnapped, or had voluntarily ab- 
fented Jiimfejf, ,vs^as a feqret to <e\ery 
one. Th(B 1^(1 fugpofition w^s ex^amqly 
j^oprpi^^ble,' a^ jhis conduQ ^^ ^lyv^j^ 
jt>.e^p">?jgul^ an^ ' VJ^Ppr^^^J^^y^. M 
that his companions could recoJle&, 

very melancholy, and .that, whenever 
he had a moment's leifure, he ufed to 
vifit a certain inonaftefy in the Giudecfa^ 
iwhere he had formed an acquaintance 
with fome monks. This led us to fup- 
pofe that he might have fallen into the 
hands of the prieils, and had been per- 
Aiaded to turn Catholick. The Prince 

was 
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was' indifferent about matters of this 
kmd, and the few enquiries he caufed 
to be made provihg urtfuctefsful, he 
gave up the fearch. He, however, re- , 
gretted the lofs of this man, who had 
fo conftantly attended him in his cam- 
paigns,- had always 'been faithfully at- 
tached to him, and whom it was there- 

• . ' • • 

fore difficult ^ to replace in a foreign 
country. * The very fame day the 
Prince's banker^ whom he had commif- 
fioned to provide him with another 
fervaht, came at the mdment we were 
going out; he prefented to the Prince 
a *well-<lrefled man, of a gbod appear- 
arlce, about forty years of age, who 
had been for a long time Tecretary to a 
prtJciirator ; fpote French and a little 
Gwman, and was befideS furriifhed with 
thefbeft recommendations. The Prince' 
wds pleafed with the man's phyfibg- 
nomy ; and as he declared that he ' 
would be fetisfied with fuch wages as 

his 
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^ his fervice (hould be found tp merit, the 
Prince engaged hini immediately. We 
found the Sicilian in a private prifon, 
where, as the, keeper aflured us, he had 
been lodged for the prefent, to accom- 
. modate the Prince, as he was to be con- 
fined in future under the lead roofs, to 
which there is no accefs. Thefe lead 
roofs are the moft terrible dungeons in 
Venice. They are fituated on the top 
of the Palace of St. Mark, and the nfii- 
ferable criminals fufFer fo exceflively 
frpm the heat of the leads, occafioned 
by the burning rays of the fun defcend- 
ing direftly upon them, that they fre- 
quently become diftrafted. The Sicilian 
had recovered from his terror, and rofe 
refpetlfully at the fight of the Prince, 
He had fetters on one hand and one leg, 
but he was able to walk about the room. 
The keeper left the dungeon as foon as 
we had entered* 



ff 



I come," 
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" I come," faid the Prince, " to 
requeft an explanation of you on two 
fubjefts. — You owe me the one, and it 
(ball not be to your difadvantage if you 
grant me the other." 

** My part is now afted," replied the 
Sicilian. "My deftiny is in your hands." 

" Your fincerity alone can mitigate 
your punifliment." 



*^ A Ik, my Prince, I am ready to in- 
fwer you. I have nothing more to lofe." 



*^ You fliewed me the face of the 
Arminian in your looking- glafs. — How 
was it done ?" 

** What you faw was no looking- 
glafs — a portrait in paftel behind a glafs, 
reprefenting a man in an Arminian drefs, 
deceived you. The want of light, your 

aftonifh- 
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aftonifliment, and my own dexterity, 
. favoured t]be deception. The pi£lure 
itfelf muft have been found among the 
other things feized at the inn." 

^ " But how came you fo well ac- 
quainted with my ideas as to hit upon 
the Arminian ?" 



" This was not difficult, my Prince. 
You have perhaps frequently men- 
tioned your . adventure with the Armi- 
nian at table, in prefence of your do- 
meftics. One of my fervahts got acci- 
dentally acquainted with one of yours 
in the Giudecca, and foon learned from- 
him as much as I wifhed to know." 

y Where is this man?" aflced the 
Prince 5 " I mifs him, and in all proba- 
bility you are acquainted \vith the place 
of his retreat, ^nd the reafon why he 
deferted my fervice." 

" I fwear 
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*' t fwear to you, gracious Sir, that 
I know not the leaft of him. I have 
never feen him myfelf, nor had any 
other concern with him than the one 
before-mentioned." 



tf( 



cc 



Go on," faid the Prince. 



By this means alfo, I received the 
firft information of your refidence, and 
of your adventures at Venice ; and I re- 
folved immediately to profit by therti* 
Your Highnefs fees that I am ingenuous. 
I was apprized of your intended excur- 
lion on the Brenta — ^I was prepared 
for it : and a kiey, that dropped by 
chance from your pocket, afforded me 
the firft opportunity of trying my art 
upon you." 

** How ! Have I been miftaken ? 
The adventure of the key then was a 
trick of yours, and hot of the Arme- 

voL. I. E nian ? 
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nlan? — ^You fey thia key fell fi-om my 
pocket ?" 

*^ You aocidentally dropped it in 
taking out your purfe, and I inftantly 
covered it with my foot. Theperfon 
of whom you bought the lottery-ticket 
^was in concert With ine. He caufed 
you to draw it from a box where there 
was no blank, and the k^y had been 
in the fnufF-box long before it can>e 
into. your poffeffion." 

" It is almoft incomprehenfible — 

» 

And the monk who flopped me in my 
way, and addreflfed me in a manner fo 
folemn — " 

** Wa« the fame that I hear has been 
wounded in the chimney. He is one 
of my accomplices, and under that,dif- 
guife has rendered me many important 
fervices*^ 



« 



But 
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^^ But what purpofe was this intend- 
ed to anfvver?" 

" To render you thoughtful : to in- 
fpire you with fuch a train of ideas as 
Ihould be favourable to the wonders I 
^ intended to make you believe/' 

" The pantomimical dance, which 
ended ia a manner fo extraordinary, was 
at lead none of your contrivance." 

" I had taught the girl who repre- 
* fented the queen. Her performance 
^as the refolt of my inftruftions. I 
fuppofed your Highnefs would not be a 
little aftoniflied to find yourfelf known 
in this place, and (I entreat your High- 
nefs's patdon) your adventure with 
the Armenian gave room for me to hope 
that you were already difpofed to rejeft 
natural mteipretations, and to fearch 
for the marvellous.'^ 

£ 2 ^' Indeed !" 
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•*' Indeed !" exclaimed the Prince, at 
once angry and amazed, and cafting 
upon me a fignificant look — " Indeed, 
I did not expefl: this*. But," con- 
tinued he, after a long filence, " how 
did you produce the figure that appear- 
ed on the wall over the chimney ?" 



(€X 



"* By means of a magic lantern that 
was fixed in the oppofite window-fliut- 

* Nor in. all probability did my readers. The 
circumftance of the crown depofited at the feef of 
the Prince, in a manner fo unexpeded and extraor- 
dinary, and the former predidion of the Armenian 
Teemed fo naturally and fo obvioUfly to aim at the 
fame objed; that at the firfl reading of. tbefe me- 
moirs, I immediately remembered the deceitful 
fpeech of the Witches in the play of Macbeth: 

" All hall, Macbeth ! hail to tbcc, Thane of Glamis 1 
^ All^hail, Macbeth I that (halt be king hereafter!" 

When a particular idea has once entered the 
tnind, it neceffarily connedts with itfelf every fubfe-- 
quent idea that feems to have the leaft affinity to 
At 



ter. 
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ter, in which you have, no doubt> ob- 
ferved an opening-" 

"And how did it happen that, none 
of us perceived the lantern ?*' alked Lord 
Seymour. - 

^ You reineniber, my Lord, that oir 
your re-entering the room, it was dark- 
ened by a thick fmoke of olive wood. 
I ufed likewife the precaution to place 
upright againft the wall near the win- 
dow, the boards which had been taken; 
up from the floor. By thefe means I 
prevented the (hutter from coming im- 
mediately under your fight. M oreover, 
the lantern remained covered until you 
had taken your places, and until there 
was no further reafon to apprehend any. 
examination from the perfons in the 
hall." 

'* As I looked out of the window 
m the other pavilion," faid I, " I heard 

£ 3 a noife 



{■ ■?» ) 

a noife like that of a perfon who was m 
the a£l of placing a ladder againft the 
fide of the houfe. Was it really fo ?" 

** Yes, my affiftant flood upon this 
ladder to direfl the magic-lantern/' 

" The apparition," continued th« 
Prince, " had really a fuperficial like- 
nefs to my deceafed friend ;" and what 
was particularly ftriking, his hair, 
which was of a very light colour, was 
exaftly imitated. Was this mere chance,, 
or. how did you come by fuch arefem'-. 
blance?" 

" Your Highnefs muft recolleft, tlu4 
you had at table a fnuff-box laid by 
your plate, with an enamelled portrait 
of an officer in a French uniform, I 
afked whether you had any thing about 
you as a memorial of your friend. Your 
Highnefs anfwered in the affirmative^ 
I conjeftured it might be the box. I had 

at ten-. 
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attentively confidered the pidiure dur- 
ing fupper, and being very expert in 
drawing, and not lefs happy in taking 
KkenefTes, I had no difficulty in giving- 
to my (hade the fuperficial refemblance 
you have perceived, becaufe the Mar- 
quis's features are very ftriking." 



(( 



u 



But the figure feemed to move ?'*' 



It appeared foy yet it was not the 
figure, but the fmoke which received 
hs Jight." 

•* And the man who fell down in the 
chimney fpoke for the apparition ?'* 

« He did/' 

'* But he could not hear your quef- 
tions diftinftly." 

" There was ho occafion for it. Your 
Highnefs will recolleft, that 1 ordered } o u 

£ 4 all 
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all very ftriftly not to propofe-any quef- 
tion yourfelves to the apparition. My 
enquiries and his anfwers were pre-con- 
certed between us ; and that no miftake 
might happen, I caufed him to fpeak at 
long intervals, which he counted by the 
beating of a watch." 

." You ordered the innkeeper care-, 
fully to extinguifli every fire in the 
houfe. This vi^as, undoubtedly — " 

" To fave the man from the danger 
of being fmothered ; becaufe the chim- 
nics in the houfe communicate with 
each other, and I did not think myfelf 
very fecure from your retinue/' 

" How did it happen,'* alked Lord 
Seymouri " that your ghoft appeared 
neither fooner nor later than you 
wifhed him ?" 

« The 
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" The ghoft was in the room for fbme 
lime before I called him; but while the 
room was h'ghted, the fliade was too 
faint to be perceived. When the for- 
mula of the conjuration was finiihed, I 
caufed the cover of the box,: in which 
the fpirit was burning, to drop down; 
the hall was darkened, and it was not 
till then that the figure on the wall 
could be diftin£tly feen, although it had 
been reflected there a confiderable time: 
before." 

^ When the ghoff appeared, we alE 
felt an eleftrical ftroke. How was that 
managed?" 

** You have difcovered the machine 
under the altar. You have alfo feen,. 
that I was ftanding upon a filk carpet. 
I ordered you to form a half moon 
around me, and to take hold of each 
other's .hand. When the crifis ap- 

E 5 proached, 



V M ) 

preached^ I gave a lign to one of you 
to feize me by the hzir. The filvefr 
crucifix was the conduflor, and yoi* . 
felt the eleftrical Ihock when I touched 
it with my haod.^' 

** You ordered Count Q . . . . and 
myfelf,'* continued Lord Seymour^ " tt> 
hold two naked fwords acrofe over youF 
headty during the whole time of the 
conjuration > for what purpofe r 



^^' 



" For no other than to engage your 
attention during the oper^ation ^ becaufe 
I diftrufted you two the mod. You re- 
member, that I exprefsly commanded 
you to hold the fwords one inch above 
my head -y, by confining you exaftly ta 
this diftance, L prevented you fromr 
looking where I did not wi(h you. I 
had not then perceived my principal 
enemy." 

«Iown," 
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** I ovm," faid Lord Seyraawr, " you 
afted- catftioudy; but why v«f«rt we 
obliged to- appear undreffed?" 

" iWerely to give ^ greafter falctnnity' 
to the Iceni^, and to ffH yocrr imagina-* 
tions with the irfea of fomething ex- 
traordinary." 

" The feeond apparition preveilted 
your ghoft from fpeakirig," faid the 
Prirrce; " what fhould we have learAt 
from him?" 

« Ke^rlf the*femie as^ what yo^a Heard 
afterwards.. It was not without defign 
that t alked your Highnefs whether you 
bad told me evei»y thing that the de-* 
cea&'d coittitimiie^ted to you^ and 
whether you had rrtade any further en- 
qoiri^s on* this fubjeft in his court tty?' 
I' thought this was neceffary, in order 
to prevent the depofition of the ghoflf 

s 6 from 
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from being contradicted by faS:s that 
you were previoufly acquainted with. 
Knowing likewife that every man, efpe- 
cially in his youth, is liable to error, I 
enquired whether the life of your friend 
had been irreproachable, and on your 
anfwer I founded that of the ghoft." 

" Your explanation of this matter is 
in fome meafure fatisfaftory ; but there 
remains yet one material circumftance. 
which I muft infift upon being cleared 
up." 

'* If it be in my powet, and — ** 

* 

" I fhall not liften to any conditions* 
Juftice, into whofe hands you are fallen, 
ought not, perhaps, to deal with you fo 
delicately. Who was the man at whofe 
feet we faw you fall ? What do you 
know of him ? How did you get ac- 
quainted with him? and what do you 
know of the fecond apparition? 

'' Your 
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Your Highnefs ** 



'MIefitate not a moment. Recollcft, 
that on looking at the Ruffian officer 
attentively, you fcreamed aloud^ and 
fell on your knees before him. What . 
are we to underftand by that ?" 

*' That man, my Prince. .... ." He 

flopped,^ grew vifibly pale and per- 
plexed^ aud, looking around him with an 
awful trepidation — ** Yes, your High- 
nefs," he continued, " that man is a ter- 
rible being." 

" What do you know of him ? What 
conheftion have you with him ?* Do not 

« 

conceal the truth from us." 

*^ I will not ; but — ^I am not certain 
that he is not among us at this very mo- 
ment?" 

" Where ? 



' / 
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" Where? Who!" exclaift»ed ^-e 
all together, looking fearfully about the 
room. " It fe impoffible." 

*' That mani', or whfitever elfe he may 
be, is , a being' incomprehenfible ; all 
things feem poflible for him to do." 

" Who is he? Whence does he come? 
Is he Armenian or Ruffian? Of the cha- 
rtkftcrs he affumes^ which is his real 
cyne." 

" He is not what he appears to be. 
There are few conditions or countries 
iTJt which he ha^ not wotn the maik. No 
perfon knows who he is, whence he 
comes, or Kvhifher he goes. Some fay 
he has been for a long time in Egypt, 
amd that he has bf ought from thenCe,. 
<^ut of a catacomb; his occult fcieticea^ 
Here we only know him by the name 

of 
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of the fiflcomprelicttfi We. How old, for 
inftance, do yow think he k ?•* 

• *' To judge fpom hrs appearaa<f€; he 
can fcaxcely have paflf^d foiity ." 

" And of what age do you fuppofe I 
am?'* 



^ Not far from fifty. 



»r 



" Well, attd I muft, tell' you, that I 
was but a boy of feventeen, when my 
grandfather fpoke to me of this extraor- 
dinary man, whom he had feen at Fa- 
ma gufta; at which time he* appeared 
nearly of the' £ame age as he does at 
prefent.**' 

'' Impoffible,'* faid the Prince^ '' it is 
ridiculous, and incredible/' 

** By no means. Sir. Were I not 
prevented by tfaefe fetten^ I could pro- 
duce 
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duce. vouchers that would readily con- 
firm my affertion. There are feveral 
credible perfons who remember hav- 
ing feen him, each at the fame time, in 
different parts of the globe. No fword 
can wound — no poifon hurt — no fire 
bum him — no veffel in which he em- 
barks can be (hipwreckedorfunk: time 
itfelf feems to have no influence over 
him ; years do not affeft his conftitu-^ 
tion^nor age whiten his hair. He was 
ijever feen to take any food. Never did 
he approach a woman. No (leep clofes. 
his eyes. Of the twenty-four hours 
in the day, there is only one which he 
cannot command, during which no per- 
fon ever f^w him, and during which he 
never was employed in any terreflriat 
occupation.'* 

" And this hour is — " 

- " That of midnight. When tKe clock: 
ftrikes twelve, he ceafes to belong to 

the 
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(he living. In whatever place he is, he 
muft immediately be gone; whatever 
bufinefs he is engaged in, he muft in- 
ftantly leave it. That dreadful hour 
tears him from the arms of friendfliip, 
hurries him from the facred altar, and 
would, even in the agonies of death/ 
drag him from his bed. His haunt 
has never been difcovered, nor his en- 
gagements at that hour known. No 
perfon ventures to interrogate, and ftill 
lefs to follow him. As the hour ap- 
proaches, his features are enveloped in 
the gloom of melancholy, and fo terrify- 
ing that no perfon has courage to look 
him in the face or to fpeak a word to 
him. However lively the converfation 
may have been, a dead filence imme- 
diately fucceeds it, and all around him 
wait for his return in awful horror, 
without venturing to quit^ their feats,, 
or to opei) the door through which h^ 
has paffed." 

" Does 
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•* Does nothing extraordinary ap*-' 
pear in his perfon when he returns ?" , 

" Nothing, except that he feems 
pale and languid, nearly in the ftate of 
a man who has juft fuflfered a paia- 
ful operation, or received difaftrous in- 
telligence. Some pretend to have feea 
drops of Wood oM his linen, but with 
what degree of veracity I caanot af- 
• firm/* 

*^ Did ho perfpit. ever attempt to con- 
ceal the approach of this hour &on% 
him, or endeavour to engage hmt irr fucFt 
diverfions as mfght make him forget it P'** 

'" Once only, it is faid, he pafTed 
the fatal hour. The company was 
numerous, and remained together untit 
late at night. All the clocks and 
watches were purpofely fet wrong, 
and the warmth of converfation di- 
verted 
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I 

verted his attention. When the moment 
arrived, he fuddenly became filent and 
motionlefs ; his limbs continued in the 
pofitiori in which this inftant had arrett- 
ed them ; his eyes were fixed, his puife 
ceafed to beat ; all the means employed 
to awake him proved fruitlefs, and this 
fituation endured till the hour had elapf- 
ed ; he then revived on a fudden, and 
continued his fpeech from the fame fyl- 
lable that he was pronouncing at the 
moment of interruption. The general 
€onfterhatiDn difcovered to him what 
had happened ; and he declared, with 
an awful fblemnity, that they ought to 
think themfelves^ happy m having efi::ap*- 
cd with no other injury than fear. The 
fame night he quitted for ever the place 
whece this circumftance had occurred. 
The_ common opinion is, that during 
this myfterious hour he converfes with 
his attendant fpirits. Some even fup-* 
pofe him to be one of the departedj, 

wha 
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who is allowed to pafs twenty-three 
hours of the day among the living, and 
that in the twenty-fourth his foul 
is obliged to return to the infer- 
nal regions to fuflfer its punilhment.. 
Some believe him to be the famous 
Apollonius ofTyana*, and oAers the 
difciple of St. John the Baptift, of whon> 

it 



^ Apollonius, a Pythagorean phHofopher, v/sl^ 
born at Tyana, in Capadocia, about three or four 
years before the birth of Chrift. At (ixteen ^ears 
of age he became a flridl obferver of Pythagorean 
rules, renouncing wine, women, and all forts oC 
fieih ; not wearing Ihoes, letting his hair grow, an<i 
clothing himfelf with nothing but liHen.' He foon. 
after fet up for a reformer of mankind, and chofe his 
habitation in the temple ef £fculapius». where he it 
faid to have performed many, miraculous cures. On. 
his coming of age, he gave part of his woalth to his 
eldefi brother, difirihuted another part to fome poor 
relations, and kept very little for himfelf. There 
are numberlefs fabulous ftories recounted of him. 
He went five years 'Without fpeaking, and yet, dur- 
ing this time, he flopped many feditions in Cicilia 
and Pam^hylia* He travelled, fet up for a le- 
giilator, and ga^vc out that he underflood alL 

languages.. 
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it IS faid that he fliall remain wandering 

on the earth until the day. of judgment." 

• 
" A charafter fo .wonderful," replied 

the Prince, " cannot fail to give rife to 
extraordinary conjeftures. But all this 
you profefs to know drily by hearfay ; 
and yet this behaviour to you, and yours 
to him, feemed to indicate a more inti- 
mate acquaintance* Is it not founded 

languages without having ever learned them. He 
could tell the thoughts of men, and underllood the 
oracles which birds delivered by, their tinging. The 
Heathens oppofed the pretended miracles of this 
man to thofe of our Saviour, and gave the pre- 
ference to this philofopher. After having for a 
long time irapofed upon the world, and gained a 
great number of difciples, he died in a very advanc- 
•ed age about the end of the firfi century. His 
life, which is filled with abfurdities, was written 
by Philoilratus, and M. du Pin has publifhed a con- 
futation of Apollonius's life, in which he proves, that 
the miracles of this pretended philofopher carry 
^rong marks of falfehood, and that there is no;t one 
If hie h may not be afcribed to chance or artifice. 
Apollonius himfelf wrote fome wbrks, which are 
fiow loit. 

upon 
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upon feme particular event, in which 
yourfelf haye been, concerned ? Conceal 
nothing from us," 

The Sicilian remained filent, as if tm- 
.certain whether he fliouW fpeak or not. 

I 

^^ If it concern any thing/* faid the 
Prince, " that you do not wifli to 
. publifh, I promife you I y my honour, 
and before thefe^ gentlemen, the.moft 
inviolable fecrefy ; but fpeak openly, 
and without referve.'* 

. " Could I hope," anfwered the pri* 
foner at laft, " that you would not 
produce thefe gentlemen as evidence 
againft me, I would tell you a remark- 
able ad venture of this Armenian, to which 
I myfelfwas witnefs, and which will 
leave yoxx no doubt of his fupern'atufal 
powers. But I beg leave to conceal 
feme names." 

•^ Cannot 



i-95 ) 

^Cannot you do it withoat this ccwa- 
dition?" 

" No, yourHighnefs: there is a family 
concerned in it which I muft refpeft/' 

*^ Let us.hear then ?" 

*' Above five years ago, being at Na- 
ples, where I praftifed my art with fuc- 
cefs, I became acquainted with a 
perfon of the name of Lorenzo del 

M chevalier of the order of SU 

Stephen, a young and rich nobleman 
•of one of the firft families in the king- 
dom, who loaded me with civilities, 
^nd feemed to have a great efteem for 
my occult fcience. He told me, that 
the Marquiis del M. . . . hi« father, 
^Yas a zealous admirer of the cabbala *, 

Bnd 

* Cabbala is properly « myilerious kind of fci- 
«itce delivered by revelation tothe ancient Jews, and 
^ranfmitted by oral tradition to tbofe of our times^ 

ferving 
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and would think himfel fhappy in 
having a philofdpher like me (for 
fuch he was pleafed to call me) under 
his roof. The Marquis refided in one of 
his country feats on the fea ftiore, about 
feven miles from Naples ; and there, al- 
moft entirely fecluded from the world, 
he mourned the lofs of a beloved 
fon, of whom he had been deprived 
by a fatal and melancholy accident. The 

fcrvingfor the interpretation of difficult paflages in 
fcripture, and todifcover future events by the com- 
bination of particular \vords, letters, and numbers. 
It is likewife termed the oral law. But Cabbala, 
among the Chriflians, is alfo applied to the ufe, or 
rather abufe, which viiionaries and -enthufiafls make 
of fcripture for difeovering futurity, by the ftudy 
and confideration of the combination of certain 
words, letters, and numbers in the fa Cred writings. 
All the words, terms, magic characters, or figures, . 
with (lones and talifmans, numbers, letters, charms, 
&c. in magic operations, are com prifed- under this 
fpecies of Cabbala, and the word is ufed for any- 
kind of magic, on account of the refemblance this 
art bears to the Jewiflx Cabbala. I'he Jews, how- 
ever, never ufe the word in any fuch fenfe, but al> ^ 
ways with the utmoA refped and venejratk>n. 

Chevalier 
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Chevalier gave me to underftand, that 
he and his family might perhapshave oc- 
cafion to employ my fecret arts in obtain- 
ing fome very important intelligence, to 
procure which every natural means had 
been exhaufted in vain. He added, with 
a very fignificant look, that he himfelf 
might perhaps at fome future period 
confider me as the author of -all his 
earthly happinefs. I did not choofe to 
prefs him for an explanation. x The af- 
fair was as follows : *f Lorenzo, being 
the youngeft fon of the Marquis, had 
been deftined for the church. The fa- 
mily eftates were to devolve to the eld- 
eft. Jeronymo^ which was the name 
of the latter, had fpent many years on 
his 'travels, and returned to his coun- 
try about feven years prior to the event 
which I am about to relate^ in order to 
celebrate his marriage with the only 
daughter of a neighbouring count. This 
marriage had been determined on by the 
VOL. !• P parents 
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parents during the infancy, of the chil- 
dren, in order ta unite the very large- 
ribrtunes of the two Jioufes. But thoug|i> 
this agreement was made by the two: 
families without Qonfulting the hearts, 
of the parties concerned, the latter had, 
fecretly entertained an affeftionfor each> 
other, Jeronymo del M. . . and Anto- 
niai C. . . had been always brought up, 
together^ and. the little conflraint im-. 
pofed on two children, whom their par 
reijts were^ilready accuflomedto regard 
afij united, foon produced bet weeiii them 
a conneftionof the tendered kind. The 
congeniality of their tempers cemented 
this intimacy, and in riper years it ma- 
tured infenfibly into love. An abfence 
of four years, far from, cooling thisr 
paflion, had only ferved to inflame it, 
and Jeronymo' returned, to the arms o£ 
his intended bride a$ faithful and. as ar- 
dent as if they had; never been fepan 
rated. The raptures occafioned. by hi& 

retyrn 
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ittum had not fubfideJ, fior the pre- 
parations for the happy day difcoti-' 
tmued, when Jeronytno difappeared. 
He ufed frequently tc pafs the after- 
nooh in a fummer-houfe which com- 
nifeinded a profpefl of the fea^ and was 
accuftomed to take the diverfion of 
failing on' the water. One day, when- 
he. was at hi$ favourite retirement, it' 
was obferved that he remained a much 
longer time than uftial without return- 
ing, and his friends began to be very 
uneafy on his account. Boats were 
difpatched" after him, veffels were fent 
to fea in queft of him — no perfon had 
feen him — none of his fervants could 
have attended him, for none of them 
virere abfent — ^night came on, and he did 
not appear. The next mornrag dawn- 
ed'-^the day paffed — the evening fuc- 
ceeded — -Jeiionymo came not. ' Already 
had they begun to give themfelves up 
to tb^ moft melancholy conjefhires, 

F 2 when 
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when the news arrived, that an Algerinc 
pirate had landed the preceding day on 
that coaft, and carried off fe vera! of the 
inhabitants., Two galleys, r^ady equip- 
ped, were immediately ordered to fea. 
The old Marquis himfelf embarked in 
one of them, to attempt the deliverance 
of his fon at the peril of his own life. 
On the third day they perceived the 
corfair. The wind was favourable — they 
were juft about to overtake him, and 
even approached fo near to him, that 
Lorenzo, who was in one of the gal- 
lies, fancied that he faw, upon the deck 
of the adversary's fljip, a fignal made by 
his brother, when a fudden ftorm fepa- 
rated the veflels- Hardly could the 
almoft ihipwrecked galleys fuftain the 
fury of the tempeft. The pirate, in the. 
meantime had difappeared, and the dif- 
treffed ftate of the other veflels oblig- 
ed th.em to put into Malta. The afflic- 
tion of the family was beyond all boijnds. 

The 
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The diftrafted old Marquis tore his grey 
hairs in the utmoft violence of grief, 
and the life of the young Countefs was 
defpaired of. Five years were confumed 
after this event in fruitlefs enquiries j 
dil'gent fearch was made all along the 
coaft of Barbary ; and itnmenfe films were 
offered for the ranfom of the young 
Marquis, but to no purpofe. The only 
conjefture which could be founded on^ 
probability was, that the fame ftonw 
which had feparated the galleys from 
the pirate had deftroyed the latter vefieJ, 
and that the whole (hip's company had 
perifhed in the waves. But this fuppo^ 
fition^ however probable^ as it did not 
by any means amount to a certainty, 
could not authorize the family to renounce 
the hope that the abfent Jeronymo might 
again appear. In cafe however that he 
did not, either the family's nafne muft 
be fuffered to periih, or the -youngeft 
fon muft relinquifli the church, aud en- 

F 3 ter 
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.ter iat^ theVights of the eldjcft. J ufticc 
feemed to oppofe the latter oieafure.; 
,an4.on the otl>er hand, the neceflSty of 
|)referying the femily from annihilation 
re^ujr^ that the.fcruple,{hpuld Jiot be 
.carried too far. ^n the ipeantime, for^ 
j-ow^ addled to the weight of age, wa3 
bringing the Mai^quis faft to his grave. 
Evqry unfuecefeful attempt ferved to in- 
(crfeafe his diftrefs, and dimimih the hope 
pf finding his loft fon. He faw that his 
©ame might :be perpetuated by afling 
,ivith a little injuftioet in confeating .to ' 
flavour his younger fon at the jexpencc 
of the elder. The fulfilmeiat jo{ hi$ 
agreement with Count iC. . . . required 
pnly the change of a name ; for the ob* ' 
jeft of the two families was equally ao- 
compliihed, whether Antonia became 
the wife of Lorenzo or of Jeronymo. 
The faint probability of the letter's apw 
pearing again weighed hut little agaiufl: 
the certain and preiling danger of the 

total 
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total extinftion of the family; ami the 
old Marquis, who confidered his dif- 
-folutionfaft approaching, ardently wifli- 
•e4 to dfe free from this inquietude. La* 
renzo alone, who was to be principally 
^benefited by this 'mcafure, oppofed it 
with ihe greateft obftinacy. He refift- 
^idwith^ual firmnefs -the allurements 
-of-an immenfe fortune, and the attrac- 
•tions of a beaiftiful- arid accompHQied 
dbje£tTeadyto^be delivered into his arms; 
Me a*efufed, on -principles the moft ge- 
nerous and confcientious, to invade the 
rights of a brother, who for any thing 
•he knew irngfert: %itnfe}fbe in 'a capacity 
^toTefume *them. 

^ is 4iet ithe lot of my Jwonymo,*' 
iaid he, " made fuliici^itly vnifepable 
hy the iborrors of a iong captivity, with- 
*out %\\t aggravation 4ii being ^deprived 
for «ver of all that he ho-lds moft dear^? 
Witit ^wbat confcience cou^ld I fyfppli- 

F 4 cate 
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cate Heaven for his return, when his 
wife is in my arms ? With what coun- 
tenance could I meet him, if at laft he 
fhould be reftored to us by a miracle ? 
And even fuppofing thathe is torn froni 
us for ever, can we honour his memory 
better than by keeping conftantly open 
the chafm which his death has caufed 
in our circle ? Can w^e better fliew our 
refpetls to him thaji Uy facrificuig our 
deareft hopes Upon his tomb, and keep- 
ing untouched as a facr^d depbiit^ what 
was peculiarly his own*" 

But Ihefe arguments of fraternal de- 
licacy could- not reconcile the ol4 
Marquis to the idea of being obliged 
to witnefs the decay of a tree which 
nine centuries had beheld flourifliing. 
All that Lorenzo could obtain was a 
delay of two years. During this pe- 
riod they continued their enquiries with 
the utmoft diligence. Lorenzo himfelf 

. made 
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made feveral voyages, and expofed liis 
perfon to many dangers. No trouble, 
no expence, was fpared to recover the 
Joft Jeronymo. Thefe two years, how- 
ever^ like thofe which preceded them, 
were confumed in vain. 

" And Antonia," laid the Prince. 
** You tell us nothing of her. GouW 
(he fo calmly fubmit to her fate? 1 can- 
not fuppofe it.'^ 






Antonia,'* ahfwered the Sicilian, 
experienced the mod violent ftruggle 
between duty and inclination, between 
diflike and admiration. The difinte^ 
refted generofity of a brother aflfefcted 
her. She felt herfelf forced to eftfeem 
a perfon whoni (he could never love. 
Her heart, torn by contrary fentiments, 
felt the bittereft diftrefs ; but her re- 
pugnance to the Chevalier feemed to 
increafe in the fame degree as his 

F 5 claims 
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ctaim^ upon }ier -eft^/n aii^gmi^titt^. 
Loren?o pjsrceiyed with beartfe>H borrow 
rtfie fppret grief ^hat cpnCam^ed ha: 
yputh. An unconquerable fyfap^hy 
for ^er misfortune injG^nfibly eradip^iN^ 
that indifference witfe whkh fcBl then 
we had been accuftomed . to confider 
her. But this delMve feotiment de- 
xjeived him, ^];¥i-ai) ungovernable paffion 
Jbegap rapidly tp fii^h^ the fteft^nftfs lOf 
his virtue, which till thf n it94 'h^^ 
unequalled. He, however, ftill obeyed 
the difiatesQf .ge^ieroifity, thpiigh pt the 
ier^pwcje of his Ipye. J&y his ^fl^Kts^nc 
w^ the unfortunate viftinFi pr^t^f4 
^ainft the crueji :5wJ arbfitr^ry prp- 
peedfflgs lof th? reft of jthe hmiy. J&ut 
his en^^vp|H"f w^rp ^i^f&Qjuaj. Ev^jy 
y}Q<?ry he gained oy^ hh paflipji reiv- 
derejd him mpr^wwthyof Antonifl,«nLd 
th^ difintereftedocfe with which he re-^ 
fqfdd her, l^ft her without an Apology 
for r;^ft§0<:e. Thilis were affairs ^iitut 

ated. 
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aled, wbea Ihe 'Cberaiier cogged .n^^ 
to Ttfit ban at his fethcr^s «rjlhu The 
earoeft r^oommewiatioa of mjr . patrfin 
proicuradi me a receptioa whkh exi* 
coeded m^ moll feagtiioe wSihefi. I 
mttft oioc forget to nienliQn, Ifaat bjr 
fime reniarkabte operations I bad 
prcvioufly rendered joty name £uiiaiis 
in differfiDt kdgcs of inee-jnafi»w« ThU 
ducumftaoce perhaips contribated to 
finengihen the old Marquis's cock 
fidence in me, and <to heigyhtoi bis* 
expeiSatSoiYS. I beg ^!(w wtil exoife 
me fimn <de&ribiiig paitictilarlx libe 
lengths I ^ent imth bim^ or tbe 
means wlirich I icmplo}^» Yfoxi w»f 
form fome JAidgment pf liliem fixm 
nrhai I hflvse brfore imif^QA to ypw^ 
PtxaAdxig by ^e zmyiiic boolcs w^ich I 
found in bis yery ^xAenfiye library, l 
was ibon a^ to f^e^ n^ Mm in inis^ 
own language, and to adorn my fyftem. 
of the inVi&ble ^world with the moft 

F 6 extra- 
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extraordinary inventions. He wasthere*^ 
fore with fo Httle difficulty induced to 
credit the fables I taught him, that in 
a ftiort time he would have believed 
as implicitly in the fecret commerce of 
philofophers and fylphs as in any article 
of the canon. The Marquis, being very 
religious, had acquired in the fchool 
of theology a facility of belief, which 
eaufed him at once to be fafcinated with 
the ftories I told him, and to put the 
moft unreferved confidence in my cha- 
rafter. At length I entangled him fo 
completely in myftery, that he would no 
longer believe any thing that was na- 
tural. In fhorti I became the adored 
apoftle of the houfe. The ufual fub-< 
je6l of my leftures was the exaltation 
of human nature, and the intercourfe 
of men with fuperior things; the in* 
fallible Count GaboHs * was my oracle, 

* A my^lcai work written in French by the Abbe 
deVillars. 

. Antonia, 
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Antonia, ^Hofe mind iihce the lofs of 
her lover had been more occupied in 
the world of fpirits, than in that of nature, 
and who had a ftrong tinftt re of melan- 
choly in her compofition, caught every 
hint I gavie her witH a fearful fatisfac- 
tion. Even the fervaAts contrived to 
have fome bufinefs in the room when 
I was fpeaking, and, feizing part of my 
converfation, formed from it myfterious 
prefages. — Two months were psflfed in 
this manner at the Marquis's villa, 
when the Chevalier one morning en- 
tered my apartment — His features had 
experienced a considerable alteration, 
and from his forrowful countenance I 
fufpefted thatfomethmg preyed upon his 
mind. — He threw himfelf upon a couch 
with every fymptom of defpair. 

" I am diftra£ted, ruined," faid he ; 
** I muft, I cannot fupport it' any 
longer r^^ - . : . 

« What 
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*^ What is the nsaUier wkh yoii^ Oie- 
ralier ? What ha$ befallei^you?" 

^' Oh ! this terrible paffion !" faid he, 
fiairting ffoOD his feait^ aad thiiowi^ hiiin-» 
fclf into my arm^. " I have combatisd 
againft it iikf: a J»aa, but caa re$ft it na 
hmger." 

<' Ami wKofe fauH is k bat yow 
own, !mjr 4ear CbevaJier ? Are they oot 
all wilUBg to gratify ithis pa^^iQa ? Y^or 
father*! Yattrrelatioiisj'' 

** My father, my relatiotts! Wh»t 
arc ihey to me ? I want not to beiini|tei4 
toherbyfojjcc-^Harrfcnotliarival? Alas.t 
and what a rivaJ i jPerba^pis a dead ojEie 4 
Oh ! let me ff)y let me .go to the lend 
x)f the world ; I muft find my brother." 

^ What i after fo imajiy uqfuooefsfbi 
attempts, have you ftill any hope-?" 

'' Hope I 
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^^ Hoipe i Alas,' no. It lias I6ng 
£iice been bamiflied from my lieart, but 
it >faas mA Scorn her's^ of what co»fe- 
queiace ure my fentimeiUs ? Is it poffible 
. that I ftould he tiappy iv^hilft there re- 
mains a tgkiim of hope iit Antonk^^ 
i»eaft ? Two words, mj friend, woi^dd 
<end my tormont^, but in vain s my deiP 
tiny muft cofvtinue to be fl^iferable, t4Q 
eternity ftidl break its long filence, and 
(be gfave fliafl fpeak in «y behalf/* 



" Is it then a ftate of certainty that 
would render y^ti Ihappy I** 



" Happy ! Alas ! I doubt whether 
I ^aS ever be 'haippy agaiin $ but un- 
certainty is of all others the moft4read* 
ful affliaion." 

After « (kprt interval of Silence, he 
eemtinued with an emetieH lefs vielent : 

" If 
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" If he could fee my torrtents! Surely 
a conftancy which renders his brother 
miferable . cannot add to his happinels! 
Can it be juft, th .'t the living (hould 
fiifFer fo much for the fake of the dead ; 
that I .flioiild fruitlefsly pine for an 
obgeft which Jeronymo can no longer 
enjoy? If he knew, the pangs I fuffer> 
(faid hfe, concealing his face while the 
tears ftreamed from his eyes) perhaps 
he himfelf would conduft her to my 
arms." 

" But is there no poffibility of grati- 
fying your wilhes ?'* 

" He Aarted! What do yoii fay, 

my friend?" 

** Lefs importarit occafions than the 
prefent," faid I, ^' have difturbed the re- 
pofe of the dea4.for the fake of the 
living ; is not the terreftrial happinefs 
of a man, of a brother — " 

'' The 
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" The terreftrial happinefs ! Ah, my 
friend, I feel but too fenfibly the force 
of your expreffion — my entire felicity I". 

" And the tranquillity of a diftreffed 
family, are not thefe fiifficient to juftify 
fuch a meafure ? Undoubtedly, if any 
fabl unary concern can authorize us to' 
interrupt the peace of the bleffed, to' 
make life of a power — " 

" Vox God's fake, my friend T^ faid he, 
interrupting me, " no more of this— i- 
Oflce, I avow, it, I had fuch a thought ; 
I think I ; mentioned ' it to you ; but I 
have ioi^.fihce.rejeded it as horrid and 
abominabtle•!^ 

** You will have cohjeftured already," 
continued the Siciiian, " to what this 
coiiverfiition led .us ; I? endeavoured to 
pvereogae the fcruples of. the Chevalier, 
and at laft fucceeded. — We refolved to 

call 
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calUhfi.ghdft.oftheideceafed Jeronymoj 
i *orily ftipulated for a delay of a fart- - 
jiight, in older, , as i pretended, 1o pre- 
pare, in a fuitable nianner, for an aft fo 
iblcma.—Tbe time being -expired, and 
my -macbinery. in readinefs, 1 took ad- 
vantage of a very gloomy day, when 
'we were all ^flembled as ufual> to com- 
^imicate tbeafiair to the family, and 
not only broug1>t -diem to *confent to it, 
but even to make it a fubjetl of their 
,own.requdl.-»-^T'faeinoft difficult part of 
•thetafk was (to obtain the appi;4Di)atioii 
i3f Antonia, -whodfe prefenoe was efSra^ 
tial.-i— My eodeavmnrs iwresc, however, 
^eadtly afiifted hy «tfae. meiandbol^ ^ura 
of her mind, and perhaps ftiU xncwe (a, 
by a faint hope, that Jeronymo might 
ftill be living, and therefore would not 
appear.-^A want of confidence in 1<be 
(thing itfelf was the only obftacle vv^ck 
J had to j^emov«*— HavUag obl?ain6d the 
conient of the family, 1^ ^hird <iay was 

fixed 
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•fixed on for the operation; i ^prepared 
then for the folemn tranfa£tion» by my- 
fttcal inflru6tion, fading, folitude and 
prayers, which I ordered to be continued 
-till late in the night.—Mudh ufe was aMb 
made of a certain muiical inftrume;nt*, 
unknown till thattinie;and, infuchcafes, 
it has often been found very ♦powerful.— t- 
The eflfeft.of thefe artifices was fo much 
beyond my expedtation, that the en- 
ihufiafm which on this pccafion J -was 
obliged to ibew^ Was mfinltely ^'height- 
ened by that of my audience »*^The 
longexpeifted imoiaieiit at iail arntved.^ 

. •" I guefc,-*' »feid the Piioce, *' whom 
jQVL are now goSng t biiilroduce.-^B«(t 
go on, go on.** 

^ Your Highneft is miftakcn. — ^The 
deceptiott fuccceded according to my 
wiffies." 

♦ The Eolian harp. 

« Howl 
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" How ! Where then is the Ar- 
menian ?" 

" Your Mighft^fs's patience : he will 
appear but too fooa. I omit the de- 
fcription of the juggling farce itfelf^^ as it 
would be too tedious to relate* — It is 
fufficient to fay, that it anfwered my 
expeftation ; the old Marquis, the young 
Countefs, her mother, Lorenzo, and 
feveral other perfons of the family were 
prefent. — You^will imagine, that during 
my long refideoce in the houfe I took 
all opportunities of gathering informa- 
tion refpefting every thing that con- 
icerhcd the deceafcd.— rSeveral of his 
portraits enabled me to give the ap- 
parition a ftriking likenefs; and as I fuf- 
fered the ghoft to fpeak only by figns, 
that the found of his voice might excite 
ixo fufpicion, the departed Jeronymo 
appeared in the drefs of a Moorifli Slave, 
with a deep wound iii his neck. — You 

obferve. 
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obferve, that in this refpeO: I was coun- 
terafting the general fuppofition that 
he had perifhed in the waves, I had 
reafon to hope, that this unexpefted 
circumilance would heighten the belief 
in the apparition itfelf; for nothing ap- 
peared to me more dangerous than to 
be too natural." 

** I think you judged well," faid the 
Prince ; " in whatever refpe£ts appari- 
tions, the moft probable is the leaft 
acceptable. If their jcommunications 
are eafily comprehended, we under- 
value the channel by which they are 
obtained; nay, we even fufpeft the 
reality of the miracle, if the difcoveriea 
which it brings to light are fuch as 
might eafily have, leen imagined. — 
Why fliould we difturb the repofe of 
a fpirit,. to inform u» of nothing 
more than the ordinary powers of the 
intelle£t are capable of teaching us ? — 

But, 
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But, on tl^ other band5.if theintelligencfr 
which we receivfe be extraordinary and 
unexpefl:edi it confirms^ in fdme degree^ 
the miracle by which it is obtained; for 
who can doubt an operationto be fuper- 
natural, when its eflFe£t could not be 
produced by natural means ? I have 
interrupted you," added the Prince.' 
•* Proceed in your narrative." 

" I. afked the ghoft, whether there 
was any thing in this world which he 
ftill confidered as hisown^ and whether 
be had left any thing behind that was 
particularly dear to him ? The ghoft 
thrice (hook his head,, and lifted up his 
hands towards-heaven. Previous to his 
retiring, he dropt a ring from his finger, 
which was found on the- floor after he 
had difappeared ; Antonia took it, and> 
looking at it attentively, (he knew it to 
be the weddirtg-ring (he had prefented 
to^ her: intended hu(band." 

" The 



" The weddifig-ring !'' exdaitned 
the Prince, witk {urpnife, " How did 
you get it ?" 

" Who? — ^!l— It was not the ttue 
one ! — ^I procured it. — It. was only a 
counterfeit." 

" Acounterfeit ! " repeated the Prince. 
But in order to counterfeit^ you muft 
have been in poflfeflion of the true one. 
How did you come at it ? Surely the 
d^oeafed never went without it." 

" That is true," replied the Sicilian, 
apparently confufed. *^ But, from a 
defcription which was given me of the 
original wedding-ring^— —" 

" A defcrijxtion which was given you I 
by whom ?" 

^* Long, before that time; It was a 
plsOB gold ring, and had, I believe, the 

name 
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hanie of the young Countefs engraved 
on it. But you made me tofe the. con- 
neaion." 

' ^f What happened farther f" faid the 
Prince, with a very diffatisfied coun- 
tenance, 

. " The family fancied themfelv^s con- 
vinced that JeronyuK) was no more. 
From that very day they publicly an- 
nounced his death, and went into mourn- 
ing. The circumllance of the ring left 
no doubt even in the mind of Antonia, 
and added a confiderable wrfght to ihe 
addreffes df the Chevalier. ^ 

" In the mean time, the violent ini- 
preffion vvhich the young Countefs had 
received fmmthe fight of the apparition 
brought on her a diforder fo dangerous, 
that the hopes of Lorenzo were very 
near .being deftroyed i(>v ever. On Tier 

* .' recovering. 
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recovering, (he infiiled upon takipg the 
veil ; and it was only by the ferious rc- 
monftrances of her confeffor, in whom 
(he placed an implicit confidence, that 
(he was brought to abandon her projefl. 
At length, the united folicitations of 
the family, aided by the confeffor, wrefted 
from her the defired confent. The laft 
day of mourning was fixed on for the 
day of marriage, and the ol<J Marquis 
determined to add to the folemnity of 
the occafion, by refigning all his eftates 
to his lawful heir. The. day arrived,- 
and Lorenzo received his trembling 
bride at the altar. In the evening, a 
fplendid banquet was prepared for the 
guefts, in a hall fuperbly illuminated. 
The moll lively and delightful mufic con- 
tributed to increafe the general joy of the 
affembly. The venerable Marqu is wilhed 
all the world to participate in his felicity. 
The gates of the palace were thrown 
open, and every one that came in was 
VOL. }. G joyfully 
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joyfirily -welcomedL In the midft of the 
throng" — The Sicilian paufed — A 
trembling * expeflation fufpended ouc 
^breath. 

^' in the midft of the throng," cath- 
tinued the prifoncr, " appealed a Fran- 
cifcan monk, to whom toy attention was 
^irefted by a perfon who fat next t0 
jiie at table. 

^ He was ftanding motionlefs like a 
marble pillar. His (hape was tall and 
thin; his face pale and ghaftly.5 his afpe£t 
^rave and mournful ; and his eyes were 
fixed on the new-married couple. The 
joy which beamed on the face of every 
one prefent, appeared not on his. His 
countenance never once varied. — He 
feemed like a ffatne among living 
perfons. .Such an object, appearing 
amidft the general joy, ftruck me more 
forcibly from its contraft with every 

thing 



thing around me. It left on my mind 
fo durable an impreffion, that from it 
alone I have been enabled (which 
would otherwife have been impoffible) 
to recoUeft in the Ruffian officer the 
features of this Francifcan monk; for 
without doubt you muft have already 
conceived, that -the perfon I have de- 
fcribed was no other than your Armenian, 
I frequently attempted to withdraw my 
^yes from this figure, but they returned 
involuntarily, and found him always 
unaltered. I pointed him out to the 
perfon who fat neafeft to me on the 
other fide, and he did the fame to the 
perfon next to him. In a few minutes, 
:n general curiofity and aftonifhment 
pervaded the whole company, Thecon- 
verfation languiflicd ; a general filence 
tucceeded 5 nor did the monk interrupt • 
it. He continued motionlefs, an^ »!• 
ways the fame ; his grave and mournful 
iooks conftantly fixed upon the new- 

G 2 married 
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married couple : — His appearance (truck 
every one with terror. The young 
Countefs alone, who found the tran- 
fcript of her own forrpw in the face of 
the ftranger, beheld with a fullen fatis- 
faftion the only objefl: that feemed to 
fympathize in her fuflFerings. The crowd 
infenflbly dinuniihed, for it was pad 
midnight. The .mufic became faint and 
languid.; the tapers grew dimj ^nd 
many of them went out. The .conver- 
fation, declining by degrees, loft itfelf 
at laft infecret murmurs, and the faintly 
illuminated .hall was nearly deferted. 
The monk, in the mean time, continued 
motionlefs, his grave ^md mournful look 
ftill fixed on the new-married couple. The 
company at length rofe from the table. 
The .guefts xiifperfed. The family af- 
fembled in a feparate group, and the 
Monk, though uninvited, continued 
near them. How it happened that no 
perfon fpoke to him, I cannot con- 
ceive. 

*^ The 
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"' The female friends now furrounded 
the trembling bride, who caft a fup^ 
plicating and diftrefled look on the awful 
ftranger ; but he did not anfwer it The 
gentlemen aflembled in the fame njan* 
ner around the bridegroom. A folemn 
and anxious filence prevailed among: 
them. 

• ** At length — ^ How happy weare 
here together 1 " faid the old Marquis, who 
alone feemed not to behold the ftranger, 
or at leaft feemed to behold him with? 
out difmay : — ^' How happy we are 
here together, and my foa Jeronymo 
cannot be with us L*' 

'• Have you not invited him, and did 
not he anfwer your invitation ?'* — alked 
the Monk- 
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" It was the firft time he had fpokcn. 
We looked at him alarmed, 

** Alas ! he is gone to a place 
whence th)sre is no return," — anfwered 
the old man. — *^ Reverend father t 
You mifunderftopd me. My fon Jero- 
mymo is dead." 

" Perhaps he only fears to appear 1h 
this company," — replied the Monk.— 
"Who knows how your fon Jeronymo- 
may be fituated ? Let him now hear the 
voice which he heard the laft. Defire 
your fon Lorenzo to call him." 

** What does he mean ?" whifpered 
the company one to another, 

" Lorenzo changed colour. My own 
hair almoft flood ere6t on my head. 
In the mean time the Monk approach- 

ed 
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«cf a fideboard. . He took a glafs of 
wine, and bringing it to his lips^-^t- 
** To thamemory of our dear Jeronymo !^ 
faid he ; " Every one who loved the 
deceafed. will follow my example.*^* 

" Wherever yoti come from,^ re- 
verend father," exclaimed the old Mar- 
quis — ^** you have pronounced a dearly 
beloved name, and you are welcbms 
here y thenturuing to us, he offered ur 
fiill glalSfes — "^ Come, my firi^idst le4i 
us not be f urpaffed by a ftranger. *' The 
memory of my fon Jeronymo ?" 

•* Never, I believe, was any loaff 
fefs heartily received. 

** There is one glafs left," faid the 
Marquis. — -*• Why dpes my fon Lorenzo 

refufe to pay this friendly tribute?" 

> 

c 4 ** Z.x>renzc^ 
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"Lorenzo, trembling, received theglafs 
from the hands of the Monk. Tremb- 
ling he put it to his lips. " My dearly 
beloved brother JeronymoV* The name 
trembledon his tongue, and, being feized 
with horror, he replaced the glafs un- 
cmptied. 

*^ That is the voice of my murderer !** 
exclaimed a terrible figure, which 
appeared inflantaneoufly in the midft of 
ju^, covered with bloody and disfigured 
with horrible wounds, 

" But afk nothing further from me,^* 
^dded the Sicilian, with every fymptom 
of horror in his countenance. ** I loft 

r 

my fenfes the moment I looked at this 
apparition. The fame happened to 
every oiie.prefent. When we recovered, 
the Monk and the ghoft haddifappeared* 
Lorenzo was in the agonies, of death. 
He* was carried to bed in the moft dread- 
ful 
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ful convulfions. No perfon attended 
him but his confeflfor and the forrowful 
old Marquis, in whofe prefence he ex- 
pired. — The Marquis died a few weeks 
after him. Lorenzo's fecret is concealed 
in the bofom of the prieft who received 
his laft confeflion ; and no perfon ever, 
learnt what it was.. 

** Soon after this event, a deep well 
was cleaned in the farm-yard of the 
Marquis's villa. It had been difufed 
many years, and the mouth of it was 
ahnoft clofed up by fhrubs and old trees. 
A fkeleton was foundtamong therubbifli. 
The houfe where this happened is now 
no more ; the family del M isex* 

iinQy and Antonia's- tomb may be feen. 
in a convent not far from Salerno.'* 

AftoAiftiment kept us filent.. 

** You fee," continued the Sici- 
lian, ^* how my acquaintance with 

G 5 the 
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the Ruffian officer, Armenian, or Fran- 
cifcan friar has originated. Judge 
whether I had not caufe to tremble at 
the fight of a being, who has twice 
placed himfelf in my way in a manner 
To terrible." 

•^ I beg you will anfwer me one quef- 
tion more," faid the Prince, rifing from 
his feat ;— ■** Have yx)u been fincere in 
your account of the Chevalier ?" 

^^ Yes, your Highncfs, to the beft of 
my knowledge." — ^^ You really believe 
him to be an honeft man ?" 

" \ do, by heaven ! I believe him to 
be an honeft man ?^' 

w 

•* Even at the time that he gave you 
the ring?"—" How I he gave me no ring. 
* did not fay that he gave me the ring." 

^ Very 
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•^ Very weU I" faid the Prince, pul- 
ling the bell, and preparing to depart* 
** And you believe" (going back to the 
prifoner) " that the ghoft of the Mar- 
quis de Lanoy, which the Ruffian officer 
introduced after your apparition, was a 
real ghoft ?" 



^ I cannot think otherwife. 



tr 



** Let us go t" laid the Plince, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to us. The Jailor came 
in. " We have done,'* faid the Prince 
to him. " As for you," turning to the 
prifoner, ^ you fhall hear farther front 



me.. 
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I am tempted to afk your Highnels 
the laft queflion you propofed to the 
Conjurer," faid I to the Prince, when 
we were alone. ** Do you believe the 
fecond ghoft to have been a real one V^ 
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- . " I believe it ! No, not now, moft 
affuredly." 

" Not now? Then you did once 
believe it." 

" I confefs I was tempted for a mo- 
ment to believe it to have been fome- 
thing more than the contrivance of a 
juggler; and I could wifh to fee the 
nian, who under fimilar circumftances 
would not have formed the fame fuppo<*. 
fition." 

B 

" But what reafon have you for altering 
your opinion? What the prifoner has 
related of the Armenian, ought to in* 
creafe rather than diminifli your belief 
in his fupernatural powers." 
< 

" What this wretch has related of 
him 1" faid the Prince, interrupting me 
very gravely. •* I hope," continued 

he. 
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he, " yoii have not now any doubt that 
we have had to do with a villain.'* 

" No ; but muft his evidence on that 
account — " 

ff 

" The evidence of a villain ! Supi- 
pofe I had no other reafon for doubt, 
the evidence of fuch a perfon can be 
of no weight againft common fenfe and 
jeftabliflied truth. Does a man who 
has already deceived me feveral times, 
and whofe trade it is to deceive, does 
he deferve to be Tieard in a^eaufe in 
which the unfupported teftimony of 
even the mod fineere adherent to truth 
could not be received ? Ought we to 
l^elieve a man who perhaps never once 
fpoke truth for its own fake ? Does fuch 
a roan deferve credit, when he appears 
as evidence againft human reafon and 
the eternal laws of nature ? ^ Would it 
not be as abfurd as to admit the accu- 

fation 
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fatron of a perfon notorioufly infamous 
againft unblemiihed and repix>achlefs. 
innocence ?" 

" But what motives could he have 
for giving fo great a charafter to a man 
whom he has fo many reafons to hate E'** 

*' I am not to conclude that he caa 
have no motives for doing this, becaufe 
I am unable to comprehend them ? Do 
I know who has bribed him to deceive 
me? I confefs I cannot penetrate 
through the myftery of this plan ; but 
he has certainly done a material inju- 
ry to the caufe he contends for, by (hew- 
ing himfelf at leaft an impoftor, and 
perhaps fomething worfe." 

** The circumftance of the ring, I 
allow, appears fufpicious.'' 

** It 
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" It IS more than fufpicious, it is de-' 
cifive. He received this ring from the 
murderer. Let us even fuppofe the cir- 
cumftances he has related are true ; at 
the moment he received it, he muft have 
been certain that it was from the per- 
petrator of the murder. Who but 
the affaffin could have taken from Je- 
ronymo's finger a ring, which he unr 
doubtedly never was without ? Through- 
out the whole of his narration, the Si- 
cilian has laboured to perfuade us, that 
while he was endeavouring to deceiv.e 
Lorenzo, Lorenzo was in reality de- 
ceiving him. Would he have had re- 
courfe to this fubterfuge, if he had not 
been fenfible thathefliould lofe much of 
our confidence, by confeffing himfelf an 
accomplice with the affaffin ? The whole 
ftory is vifibly nothing but a feries of 
impoftures, invented merely to connefit 
the few truths he has thought proper to 
give us. Ought I then to hefitate in 

dif- 



( 136 ) 

•difbelieving the eleventh affertion of a 
perfon who has already deceived me ten 
times, rather than admit a violatiou of 
the fundamental laws of nature, which 
I have ever found in the moft perfeft 
harmony ?'* 

** I have nothing to reply to aH this ; 
but the apparition we faw is to me not 
the lefs incomprehenfible.'* 

" It is alfo incomprebenfible to tne, 
although I have been tempted to find a 
key to it." 

« How ?" 

« 

" Do not you recolleft that the fer 
cond apparition, as foon as he enter- 
ed, walked direftly up to the altar, took 
the crucifix in bis hand, and placed himr 
felf upon the carpet ?" 



<( 
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It appeared fo to me.'* 



And this crucifix, according to the 
Sicilian's confeffion, was a conduftor. 
You fee, that the apparition haftened 
to make himfelf eledtrical. Thus the 
blow which Lord Seymour ftruck him 
with his {word, muft of neceffity be in- 
efFe6lual, the ele£lric ftroke having dif- 
abled his arm/' 

"That is true with refpeft to the 
fword^ But the'piftol fired by the Sici* 
Kan, the ball of which rolled flowly 
upon the altar^ — " 

•* Are you convinced that this was 
the fame ball which was fired from the 
piftol ? Not to mention that the pup*^ 
pet, or the man who repr^fented the 
ghoft, may have been fo well accoutred 
as to be invulnerable by fwords :or bul- 

. lets J 
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lets ; but coniider who had loaded the. 
piftols." 

" True," faid I ; and a fudden lighfc 
darted inta my mind. "The RuiTian of- 
ficer had loaded them, but it was m 
oupprefence. How could, he have de- 
ceived us? '^ 

" Why {te)uld he not Have deccivedr 
us ? Did you. fufpeft him fufficiently 
laobferve him ? Did you examine ther 
ball beibre it was put into the piftol? 
It may have been one of quickfilver or 
elay. Did you take notice whether the- 
Ruffian ©fficei? really put it into the. 
barrel^ or dropped it into his othec 
han^? But fuppofmg that he actually, 
loaded the piftols, how can you be furn^ 
that he did not leave tkem behind 
him, and take fome unloaded ones inta 
the room where the ghoft appeared. He 
might very eafily have exchanged them. 

while 
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while we were undrefling. No perfon 
ever thought of noticing him in par- 
ticular. It is very poffible too, that the 
figure, at the moment when we were 
prevented from feeing it by the fmoke 
of the piftol, might have dropped ano- 
ther ball on the altar. Which of thefc 
conjeftures is impoflSble ?'* 

'* Your Highnefs is right. But that 
ftriking refemrblahce to your deceaf- 
ed frierjd 1 I have often feen him with 
you, and I immediately recognized him 
in the apparition." 

** I did the fame, and I muft confeft 
the iUufion was complete; but as the 
juggler, from a few fecret glances at 
the fnufF-box, was able^ to give to 
his apparition fuch a likenefs as de- 
ceived us both, what was to prevent 
the Ruffian officer (who had ufed the 
box during the whole time of fupper, 

wha 
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who had liberty to obferve the pifture 
, unnoticed, and towhom I had difcovered 
in -confidence the perfon it reprefented) 
from doing the fame? Add to this, 
what has been before obferved by the Si- 
cilian, that the prominent featurcs>of the 
Marquis were fo flriking as to be eafily 
imitated. What now remains to be ex- 
plained refpefting the fecond ghoft ?". 

* 

" The wbrds he uttered, the infbiw 
mat ion he gave you about your friend.** 

*• What ? Did not the juggler at 
fure us, that from the little which he 
had learnt from me, he had compofed a 
fimilar ftory ? Does not this prove tha«t 
the invention was obvious, and natu- 
ral ? Befide, the anfwers of the ghoft, 
like thofe of an oracle,, were fo obfcure, 
that he was in no danger of being de- 
tected in a falfehood. If the man who 

pec- 
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perTonated the ghoft pofTefled fagacity 
and prefence of mind, and knew ever 
fo little of the affairs on which he was 
confulted, to what length might he not 
have carried the deception ?'* 

" I beg your Highnefs to confider, how 
much preparation fuch a complicated 
artifice would have required from the 
Armenian ^ what a time it requires to 
paint a face with fufficient exa£tnefs ; 
what a time would have been requi- 
fite to inftruft the pretended ghoft, fo 
as to guard him againft grofs errors; 
what a -degree of minute attention to 
regulate every attendant or adventitious 
circumftance which might be ufeful or 
detrimental. And remenlber, that the 
Ruffian officer was abfent but half an 
hour. Was that ihort fpace fufficient 
to make even fuch , arrangements as 
were indifpenfably neceffary? Surely 
iiot. Even a dramatic writer, who 

has 
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nas i^K leall: defire to preferve the three 
unities of Ariftotle, durft not venture 
to load the interval between one a6l and 
another with fuch a variety of aftions^ 
or to fuppofe in his audience fudi a fa^* 
cility of belief* 

•^ Whatl You think it abfoluteljr 
impoffible that every neceffary prepara- 
tion (hould h^ve been made in the fpace 
of half an hour/' 

" Indeed, I look upon it as almoft 
impoffiblev" 

** I do not underftand this expref* 
£on. Does it militate againjR; the lawis 
of time and fpace, or of matter and 
nation, that a man fo iiigenlous and fo 
expert as this Armenian muft necefla* 
rily be, affifted by agents whofe dex- 
terity- and acuteneis ai^ probably not in- 
ferior to his own, provided with fuch 

means 



( ^43 ) 

means and inftruments as a man of ^is 
profeifion is never without; is it impof* 
lible that fiich a man, favoured by fuch 
circumftances, fliouH effeft fo much in 
fo fliort a time? Is it abfurd to fup- 
pofe, that by a very fmall number of 
words or figns, he can convey to his 
afliftants very extenfive commiflions, and 
dire£l very complex operations ? No- 
thing ought to be admitted againft the 
^eftabliihed laws of nature, unlefs it is 
fomething with which thefe laws are 
abfolutely incompatible. Would you 
rather give credit to a miracle than ad- 
mit an improbability ? Would you 
folve a difficulty rather by overturning 
the powers of nature, than by belifeving 
an artful and uncommon combination of 
them?" 

" Though the fa£l. will not juftify a 
conclufion fuch as you have condemned, 
you muft however grant that it is far 
l>eyond our conception." 

'' I Sim 
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*^ I am almoft tempted to difput^ 
even this," faid the Prince, with a 
farcaftic finile. " What would you 
fay, my dear Count, if it {hould be 
proved, for inftance, that the opera- 
tions of the Armenian were prepared 
and carried on not only during the half 
hour that he was abfent fiodm us, not 
only in hade and incidentally, but dur- 
ing the whole evening and the whole 
night ? You recolle£t that the Sicilian 
employed near three hours in prepara- 
tion." 

** The Sicilian, your Highnefs !" 

** And how will you convince me that 
this juggler had not as much concern 
in the fecond apparition as in the firftr'* 
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'•^ That he was not thfe principal af- 
fiftant of the Armenian — In a word, how 
will you convince me that they did not 
co-operate ?' ' 

" it would be a difficult talk to prove 
that they did," exclaimed I, with no 
little furprize. 

*^ Not ifo difficult, , my dear Count, 
as you imagitie. What ! could it 
have happened by mere chance that 
thefe two men fliould form a deiign 
fo extraordinary and fo complicated 
upon the fame perfon, at the fame 
time, and in the fame place? Could 
nacre chance have produced fuch an 
exaft harmony between their opera- 
tions, that one of them (hould appear 
as if fubfervient to the other? Sup- 
pofe the Armenian has intended to 
lrei|hten*the effeaofliis deception; by 

VOL, I. H . intro- 
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fifrtiodueing it after a k& feined a^i 
;ihat he has created a He£lor to ms&e 
chimfelf an Acfailles. Suppofe he has 
done all this» to fee what degree of cre- 
dulity he fhould find in me 4 to examine 
Ahe avenues^ my confidence 3 to fa- 
miliarize faimlelf MTith his fubjefl by an 
.attempt that might haw miibarried 
'Without any prejudice to his plan ; in 
, a word, to try the inftrument on which 
he intended k) play. Sup^fe he has 
^^Aotie this with a view to draw my 
attention on himfelf, in order to div^ct 
at from another obje£l more important 
.tto his defiga. JLaftly, fuppofe he wiflies to 
^ave imputed to the J'uggler Ibmeindi- 
Me& methods of information which him- 
self has had occafionio'pra£tife." 



^ff 



f( 



What do you mean ?" 



It 18 pQ^le that lie may'haye brifn 
^d Ibme of my (ervants to give him 

.fecret 



febret iiytdttgeaeey or perfaaprfooie pa* 
pers which may fcrvc his purpofe. One 
of my domeftics has abfconded. What 
reafon hare I to think that the Arme- 
nian is not concerned in his leaving me? 
Such a connection, however^ if it exifts^ 
maybe acpdentally difcovered ; a let- 
ter may be intercepted; a fervant, who 
is in the fecret, may betray his truft. 
Now all the confequence of the Arme- 
nian is deftroyed, if I deteft the fource 
of his omnifcience ; he therefore intro* 
duces this juggler, who muft be fop-^ 
pofed to have the fame or fome other 
defign upon me. He takes care to give 
me eariy notice of him and his inten- 
tions, fo that whatever I may hereafter 
difcover, my fafpicions muft neceffarily 
reft upon tHe Sicilian. This is the 
puppet with which he amufes me, whilft 
he himfelf, unobfervcd and unfufpefted, 
is entangling me in iovtfible fnares/' 

H 2 "We 
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, ^* W€ wiU allow this, Butisltcon- 
liftent with the Armeiiian!s plan, that 
^e hhnfejf fliould deftroy the illufion 
which he has created, and difclofe the 
niyitecies of his fcience to the eyes of the 
.profane ?" 

" What myfteries does he difclofe? 
None, furely, which he intends to prac- 
life on me ; he therefore lofes nothing 
by the difcovery. But on the bther 
luind, what an advantage will he gain 
if this pretended viftory over juggling 
and deception fliould render me fecure 
and unfufpetting ; if he fycceeds in di^ 
verting my attention from the right 
quarter (1 meanhimfelf,) and in fixing my 
wavering fufpicions on an obje£l moft 
xemote from the real one. If at any 
time, reither from my own doubts or at 
the fuggcflion of -another^ I (hould be 
tempted to feek in the occult fciences 
for a key to his myfterious wonders, 

how 
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how could be better provide* agkinfr 
fuch an enquiry than by contraftin^ 
his prodigies with the tricks of the* 
juggler? By confining the latter within) 
artificial Ihnits, and by delivering, as' i^ 
were, into my hands, a fcale by whicW 
to appreciate them^ henaturally exaFts* 
and perplexes my ideas of the former:- 
^ovj many fufpicions does he preclude^ 
by this (ingle contrivance ! How many 
methods of accounting for his miracles/ 
which might afterwards have occurred* 
to me, does he refute beforehand I" 

" But in expofing fuch a finifhed de-; 
ception, he has very much counterafted* 
his own intereft, both by quickening^ 
the penetration of thofe whom he meant' 
to impofe upon, and by ftaggering^ 
their belief of miracles in general. If 
he had had fuch a plan, your High- 
nefs*s felf is the bed proof of its in-' 
fufficiency." * 

H 3 '• Per- 
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^ Perhaps he has been miftaken in 
wfpeft to myfelf, but his conclufions 
have neverthelefs been well founded, 
Qould he forefe^ that I fhould exaftly* 
notice the very circumftance which ex- 
pofed the whole artifice ? Was it in 
bis plan, that the creature he employed 
ihould be fo communicative ? Are we 
certain that the Sicilian has not far ex- 
ceeded his comniiffion? He has un- 
doubtedly done fo with refpeft to the 
ring, and yet it is chiefly this fingle 
circumftance whkh determined my dif- 
truft in him. A plan whofe contexture 
is fo artful and refined^ is eafily fpoifed 
m the execution by an aukward in- 
firument. It certainly was not the Ar* 
menian's' intention that the juggler 
ibould fpeak to us in the ftyle of a 
mountebank, th^t he ihould endeavour 
to impafe upon us fuch fables as are 
too gro(s'to bear the leaft refle£tion. 
For inftance^ with what countenance 

could 



oouH' this- ffnpoitc»r affirm, that the mi-^ 
raculous being he fpoke of, renounces 
ail commerce with mankind at twelve 
iH the night? Did not we £ee him, 
among u$ atthat very hour ?** 

« 

•* That ir truCi, He muft have for- 
got it." 

^ People of this defer! ption nata- 
rally overaS their parts, and by exceed^ 
ing^ every limit of credibility mar the 
efie£U which a well-managed deception 
is calculated to produce. " 

*^ I cannot, however, yet prevail on 
myfetf to look upon the whole as am ere 
contrivance of art. What ! the Sicilian's 
terror, his convulfive fits, his fword, the 
deplorable fituation in which we iaw 
him, and which was even fuch as to 
move our pity ; were all thefe nothing 
more than the mimickry of an a£tor f 

H 4 I allow 
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I allow that a Ikilful performer ma^ 
carry imitation to a very high pitch, but 
he certainly has no power over the or- . 
gansoflife." 

•^ As for that, my friend, I have feen 
the celebrated Garrick in the charafter 
of Richard the Third. But were we 
at that moment fufficiently cool to be 
capable of obferving difpaffionately ? 
Coald we judge of the emotions of the 
Sicyian,when we were almoft overcome 
by our own ? Befides, the decifive 
crifis, even of a deception, is fo *mo-. 
mentous to the deceiver himfelf, that 
exceflive anxiety, may produce in him 
fymptoms as violent as thofe which fur- 
prize excites in the deceived. Add 
to this, the unexpefted entrance of the 
watch." 

** I ?m glad your Highnefs mentions, 
that. Would the Armenian have ven-. 

tured 
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tared to difcover fuch. an' infamous^ 
fcheme to the eye of juftice, to expoftr 
the fidelity of his creature to fuch a» 
dangerous teft ? And for what pur-i 
pofe?" 

" Leave that matter to Kitn j he is, no* 
doubt, acquainted with the people hifr' 
employs. Dp we know; what^ fecret 
crimes, may have feeured him the dit' 
cretion of this man ? You have been in-^ 
formed of the office he holds at Venice ;« 
what difficulty will he find in faving.a 
man,- of whom himfelf is the only ac- 
cufer?'* .' 

(This fuggeftibn of the Prince was 
but too well juftified by the event. For,- 
fome days after, on enquiring about the* 
prifoner, we were told that he had ef-" 
caped, and had not fince been heard of.) ' 

"• You afk what could behismotives* 
for delivering this man into the hands 

H 5 of 
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of joflitce ?•• eonfinued the Prince. «* By 
what other cDethod> except this violent 
one, could he have wrefted from the 
Sicilian fuch an infamous and improba- 
ble confeffion, which, however, was ma- 
terial to the fuccefs of his plan ? Who^ 
Imt a man whofe cafe is defperate, and 
who has nothing to lofe, would confent 
to give fo humiliating an account of 
himfelf? Under what other circum-- 
fiances than fuch as thefe could we have 
believed fuch a confeffion ?" 

** I grant your Highnefs all this. The 
two apparitions were mere contrivances 
of art : The Sicilian has impofed upon 
us a tale which the Armenian his mafter 
bad previoujQy taught him : The efforts 
€kf both have been dire£l:ed to the fam0 
eod ', and by this mutual intelligence all 
the wonderful incidents th^t have 
aftoniihed us in this adventure may be 
^afily exptaiued. But the prophecy of 

the 
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tiie fquare of St. Mark, diat firft miracle, 
which as it were opened the door to all 
the reft^ remains ftill unexplained ; and 
of what ufe is the kej to all his other 
wonders, if we muft defpair of refolving 
thia fingle-one ^* 

** Rather invert the propofition, my 
dear Count, and fay, w^t do all thefe 
wonders prove if I can demonftrate that 
a fingle one among them is a manifeft 
deception? The prediftion, I allow 
is above my conception. If it had 
dopped there, if the Armenian bad 
clofed the fcene with it, I confefs, I da 
not knost-hfiUfi: fsr I might have been, 
carried. But in the bafe alloy with 
which it is mixed, it is certainly fuf* 
picious/' 

*' Gracious Sir, I grant it; but it ftill 
remains incorapreheniible, and I defy 
all our philpibphy to explain it*'" 

H 6 ^ But, 



{ 156 ) 

« But/' continued the Prince, ** can it 
be really fo inexplicable?" After a few 
xnom^Dtsreflefiion — " I am far fromprcr 
tending to the title of a philofopher, 
and yet I am almoft tempted to account 
for this miracle in a natural way, or at, 
leaft to deprive it entirely of any extra- 
ordinary appearance." 

. " If your Highnefs can do that/* 
replied I, with a very unbelieving fmile, 
" you vvill be the only wonder in which 
I have any faith." 

'* And as a proof," continued he, 
^ how little we are juftified in flying 
fo fupernatural powers for an explana- 
tion, I will point out to you two different 
ways by wbich we may perhaps ac- 
count for this event, without doing any ^ 
vjojencetp nature." 

" Two ways at once ! You do Indeed 
raife mv ekpeftations/* 
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•^ Y0U have read, as we]i as I, th^ 
lift accounts of my late coufin's illnefs. 
He died of an apoplexy. It was art 
attack during a fit of the^ ague. ' The 
cxtraordinarinefsof kiS'd^th, I confefs 
it. Induced me to^ aft: the opinions of 
fome phyficians vpon the fubjeft, and 
the knowledge which I acquired from 
that circumftance gives - me a clue 
to this enchanftment. The diforder of 
my deceafedf relative, which^was one of 
a, moft uncommcH^ and alarming na- 
ture, had this peculiar fymptom, that 
during the fit of the ague it threw f he 
patient into a deep and irrecoverable 
fleep, which naturally put an end to his 
exiftence on the return of the apoplec- 
tic paroxifm. As thefe paroxifins re- 
turn in the moft regular order, and at an 
appointed hour, the pbyficran*'is en- 
abled, from the very moment * in Which 
he ibrms his opition onr' the» hafure of 
the diforder, to predifl the hour of the 

patient's 
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patient's deeeafe. The thtfd paroxifm 
of a tertian ague will hll to a certaintjr 
<Mi the fifth day after the appearance of 
the illnefs^ and that is e^iftly the length 
of tim^ neceffary for the carriage of a 
letter from ***, where my coufin died, 
to Venice. Let usfuppofe then that 
our Arme^aian pofleffea a vigilajtit corre* 
fpondent amc^ the attendai^ts of the 
deceafed J that he was yerj, much in-» 
terefted to gain information 6:0m thence j 
that he had views upoa my peribi^, to 
the proiecution of which my beli^in 
the wondenful and the appearance of 
fupematural powers would greatly cour 
duce-*-*thu$ you have a natural cli^e to 
thiapredi£Uonj which is Ho mconcei¥al^ 
to you. This is fufficient^ for you m$iy 
hence fee the poffibility of a tbirdperfon*a 
informing another of a death which h$(p« 
pened at the moment when he anooim- 
ced it^ ia 4^ place at forty miles dttaoce,'* 
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^ In troth, your Highneft in this hn 
fiance combines things together, which, 
taken fingljr, appear very natural, but 
whidicould only be brought together by 
ibmethnig than is not much better 
than enchantment/' 

" What! Do you then fear a wander 
lefs than an uncommon plan? As foon as 
we allow that the Armenian is engaged 
in a plan of cpnfequence, of which my 
deftruCtion is either the end or at lead 
conducive to! t, (and may we not form that 
opinion of him with which his appear* 
ance firft infpired us?) nctthing wilt feem* 
natural or forced, which could bring his 
ftheme to a conclufion in the moft ex- 
peditious manner. But what way could 
he devtfe more expeditious^ than the 
feeuring his objeft by putting on the 
apf^rahce of a miracle- worker ? Who 
<:air tefift' a iMn j - to whom the fpirits 
are obedient? However, I grant you 

that 
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that my conjeftures are not perfe6My 
natural ; I confefs that I am not eyen: 
myfelf fatisfied with them. I do not' 
iniift upon at, becaufe I do not think it 
worth my while to call into my. affif-. 
tance a well formed and deliberate dcr; 
fign, when it may at laft turn out to 
to be a mere accident/' 

" Whati" rq)lied I; " it may be a 
mere accident?" 

" Certainly, nothing more T' con- 
tinued the Prince. " The Armenian was 
aware of the danger of my couiin. - He. 
met us in the place of St. Mark. . .The 
opportunity invited hiin to hazard a, 
prophecy, which, if it failed, would be 
nothing more than aloofe word — but if it 
fucceeded, might be of the greateft con-, 
fequence. The event was favourable to. 
this attempt — and he might ftili defign; 
to make ufe of; the gift of pr9p^ecy. 

for 
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for the conne£tiori of his plan — ^Time 
will difclofe this fecret, or bury it in ob- 
livion. But believe me, friend, (while- 
he laid his hand upon mine, with a very 
earneft countenance) a man, to whofe 
word the higher powers are obedient, 
will either not want the affiftance of 
deception, or at leaft will defpife it." 

« Thus,'' fays Count O . . . i " ended 
a converfation which I have faithfully 
related, becaufe it (hews the difficulties- 
which werQ to be. overcome before the* 
Prince could be efFeSually impofed- 
upon. I hope it 'may' free, his memory 
from the imputation of having blindly 
and inconfiderately thrown himfelf into' 
a fnare which was fpread* for 'his de- 
ftruftion by the moft unexampled and 
diabolical- iniquityi. Many, at the- 
moment I am writing this, are, per-' 
baps, fmiling conlfemptuoufly at the^ 
Prinoe-sl credulkyY" tnit not all thofe who, 
- i^' in 
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in the fancied fuperiofky of their owa 
underftanding,. think themfelves enti« 
tied to condemn him ; not all thofe^ I 
apprehend^ would have refifted this firflr 
attempt wkh fo much firmnefs. If 
afterwards^ notwithftanding this hzppy 
prepofleffion> we wknefs his dovirnfall ; 
if we fee that the black deiign agafnft 
which^ at its very opening, he was thus 
providentially warned^ is ffnally fiiccefs*- 
ful^ weiballnot beioinuch iaclihed toridi* 
cuk his weaknefi^. as^to be aftoniihed at: 
the infamous ing^enuky of a plot which 
could ftduce- shv^ onderffanding fo ad-» 
mirably. pcepared. Coi^eratioM o£ 
mtereft bave no influence io foj tefti-^ 
mony*. He, who alone would be thanks 
fill for. kt. is now no more. His cfread*^ 
fuL deftmy is accompli (hed. His foul 
has^long^ fince been purified before- the 
throne of truths where mine muft likewiiie 
fhortly appear. Pardon the involuntary 

tcu& wb^b now flow «t tbe rem^m'- 
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brance of my deceafed friend — But for 
the fake of juftke I write this hiftory. 
He was a great charaQer, and would 
have adorned a throne which, feduced 
by the moft atrocious artifice, he at- 
tempted to afcend by the commiffion 
of a murder. 

** Not long after thefe events," con* 
tinues the Count d'O • . • . in his nanra* 
tive, ^^ I began to obierve an extra- 
ordinary alteration in the difpofition of 
the Prince, which was partly the im* 
mediate confequence of the lad event, 
aod partly produced by the concurrence 
of. many adventitious circumftances ;, 
for hitherto the Prince had avoided 
every fevere trial of his faiths and con* 
tented himfelf with purifying the rude 
and unabftra^ed notions of religion in 
which he had been educated, by thofe 
niore rational ideasC' upon this fubje£l 
which obtruded diemfdves upon bim. 
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br'with comparing the difcordant opi- 
nions with each other, without enquir- 
ing into the foundations of his faith. 
The reftraints impofed by religion in' 
general, he has many times eonfefled' 
to me, always appeared to him like 
an enchanted caftle, into which one 
does not fet one's foot without horror, 
and that we a^ a " much wnfer part 
if^ for that reafon we pafs it with a 
willing refignation, without ex'pofing 
aurfelves to the danger of bein^ be- 
wildered in its labyrinths ; neverthelefs, 
a contrary propenfity irrefiftibly impel- 
led him to thojTe refearches which^ 
were connefted with it. A fervile and 
bigoted education was the fource of 
this dread : this had imprefled frightful- 
images upon his tender brain, which 
he was never able perfeftly to obli- 
terate during his whole life. Religi- 
ous melancholy was an hereditary dif- 
order in. his femily. The education' 

which 
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w^kh he and his brothers received 
was afttiated by this principle; the 
men to whofe care they were entruft- 
ed, fele£led with this view, were alfo 
either enthufiafts or hypocrites. 

" To ftifle all the fprightlinefe of the 
boy by a gloomy reftraint of his menr 
tal faculties, was* the only method of 
fecurijQg to themi^lves the approbation 
of his noble parents. Such was the 
43ark and gloomy afpeft which the 
whole of our Prince's childhood wore. 
Mirth was banifhed even from his 
amufemeats. All his ideas of religion 
were acconipanied by fome frightful 
iniage, and the reprefeutations of ter- 
ror and feverity were thofe which firft 
poffeffed themfelves of his lively ima- 
■Ifination, and which alfo .the longeft 
retained their empire over it^ His God 
was an objefl: of terror, a being whofe 
fole occupation is the c^aftifement c^ 

his 
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his cwatares. The adoration Which 
he paid to him, a blind fubmifiion 
Hilling all his courage and vigour. In 
aU his infantine or youthful propen- 
iitiesy which a (tout body and bloom- 
ing confiitution naturally excited to 
break out with greater violence, reli- 
gion flood in his way; (he oppofed 
€very thmg upon which his youthful 
heart was bent; he learned to con- 
(ider her not as a friend, but as the 
(courge of his paifionls ; (b that a (ilent 
indignation was continually kindled 
againft her in his heart, which, toge- 
ther with a revering faith and a blind 
'dread, made both in his heart and head 
the ftrangeft mixture — ^an abhorrence 
of the Lord before whom he trembled. 
It is no wonder, therefore, that he took 
the firft opportunity of efcaping from 
fo galling a yoke — ^but he fled from it 
as a bond-flave from his rigorous maf- 
ter, who even in the' midft of freedom 

drags 
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tdregs aloi^ with him a fenfe <rf his fer* 
vitude ; for, as be did not renounce the 
faith of his earlier years from a deliberate 
<:onvi£lion, as he did not wait till the 
xiiiaturity and improvement of his rea*- 
4ion had weaned him from it, as he had 
•cfcaped from it like a fugitive, upon 
whofe perfon the rights of his matter are 
;ftill in force, fo was he obliged, even 
lifter his wideft feparation, to return- 
ito it at laft. He had efcaped with his 
«€hain, and for tibat ivafon muft necei^ 
farily become the prey of any one who 
Aould difcover it, and know how to 
make ufe of the difcovery. That he 
^id confider himfelf in fuch a light, 
^ough the reader may not yet have fup- 
|K^ed fo, the fequel of this hiftory will 
-prove. 

*' The confefiions of the Sicilian left 
jmprefied upon his^ mind more impor- 
tant conclu^ons than the whole of the 
^arcumftimce deferved^ and the fmall 

viftory 
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vifitorjr which his reafon had thence 
gained over this weak impofture, re- 
markably increafed his reliance upon 
it. The facility with '^ which he had 
been able to unravel this deception, 
appeared to have perfe£tly overwhelmr 
ed him. Truth and error were not 
yet fo accurately diftinguiflied -from 
each other in his mind, but that ,he 
often happened to miftake the'argu- 
niients which were in favour of the 
one for thofe which were in favour ~ 
oi the other. Thence it arofe, that 
the fame blow which urged his faiA 
to credulity, made the whole edifice 
of it totter. In this ififtance he fell 
into the fame error as an unexperi- 
enced man who has been deceiveid 

• 

in love or friendfliip becaufe he. made 
a bad choice, and who drops all credit 
inthefe fenfations, becS^ufe hfe takes 
mere incidental circuiiiflances.for their 
a3ual diftinguifhing featurffe^.' The un- 

maflcij^g 
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maiking of a deception rnade eveil 
truth fufpicioils to him, becaufe he had 
unfortunately difcovered the truth oft 
very weak grounds. 

" This imaginary triumph pleafed him 
in proportion to the magnitude of the 
opprefliQn from which it feemed to 
have delivered him. From this inftant 
there arofe in his mijid a fcepticifrri 
which did not fpare even the moft ,ve* 
.sfierable objeQs* 

" Many circumftances concurred to 
encourage him in this turn of mind, and 
ftill more to confirm him in it. 



c< 



He now quitted the retirement in 
vrhich he had hitherto lived, and was 
obliged to givQ way to a more dif- 
fipated mode of life. His rank was 
4'ifcovered. Attentions which he was 
obliged to return, etiquettes for whicb^ 
vot. !• I he 
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he was indebted to his rank, drew him 
imperceptibly within the vortex of 
the great world. His rank, as well as 
his perfonal attraftions, opened to him 
the circles of all the beaux efjtrits in Ve- 
nice, and he foon found himfelf on terms 
of intimacy with the mod enlightened 
perfons in the republic, the men of learn- 
ing as well as politicians. .This obh'ged 
him to enlarge the uniform and nar- 
row circle to which his underftanding 
had hitherto been confined. He began 
to perceive the poverty and debility of 
his ideas, and to feel the want of more 
elevated impreffions. The old-fafliioned 
dr^fs of his underftanding, fpite of 
the many advantages with which it 
was accompanied, formed an unpleafing 
contraft with the current ideas of fociety ; 
his ignorance of the commoneft things 
frequently expofed him to ridicule, and 
nothing did he dread fo much as that. 
The unfortunate prejudice which at- 
tached 
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tached to his native country, appear- 
ed to him a challenge to overcome it 
in his own perfon. Thence arofe a 
peculiarity in his chara6ter; he was 
offended with every attention that 
he thought he owed to his rank, and 
not to his natural good qualities. He 
felt this humiliation principally in the 
company pf perfons who fhone by their 
abilities, and triumphed, as it were, 
over their birth by their merit. To 
perceive himfelf diftinguilhed as a prince 
in fuch a fociety, was always a bafe 
humiliation to him, becaufe he unfor- 
tunately conceived that by that title 
he was totally excluded from all com* 
petition. All thefe circumftances to- 
gether convinced him of the necef- 
fity for the formation of his njind, which 
he had hitherto negletled, in order to 
raife it to a level with the thinking 
part of the world, from which he had 
remained fo far remote ; and for that pur- 

I 2 pofc 
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pofe he chofe the moft fafliionable books^ 
to which he now applied himfelf with all 
the ardour with which he was accuf- 
tomed to purfue every objedt he pitch- 
ed upon. But the unfkilfu] hand 
th?it direfiled his choice always 
prompted him to fele£l fuch as were 
little calculated for the improvement 
either of his heart or his re^fon. 
j\nd even in this inftance, he was in- 
Juenced by that propenfity which ren- 
dered the charms of every thing in- 
cpmpTeheniible and irrefiftible. He had 
neither attention nor memory for any 
thing that was not connected with 
this : his reafon and his heart remain- 
ed empty, while he was filling the 
vacuities in his brain with confufed 
VJeas. ^ 

The dazzling ftile of the one cap- 
tivated his imagination, while the fub- 
tlety of the other en&ared his reafon. 

They 
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They were both able eafily to poffefs 
themfelyes of a mind which became 
the prey of any on^ who obtruded 
himfelf upon it with a good affurailce. 
A courfe of reading, which had been 
continued with ardour for more than 
a year, had fcarcely enriched him with 
one benevolent idea ; but filled his head- 
with doubts, which, as a - natural 
confequcnce with fuch a charafter, 
had almoft found an unfortunate road 
to hjid heart. In a word^ he had enter-* 
ed this labyrinth as a credulous em 
thufiaft^ had left it as a fceptic, and was 
at length become a perfect free-thinker. 

Among the many circles into which 
they had introduced him^ there 
wa» a private fociety called the Bu- 
centauro, which, under the externa) 
{how of a noble and rational liberality 
of fentiment, encouraged the moft un- 
bridled licentioufneis of manners, and 
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opinions. As they enunaerated many 
of the clergy among their members, 
and could even boaft of fome cardinals 
at their head, the Prince was the more 
eafily induced to be admitted into it. 

He thought that certain dangerous 
truths, which reafon difcovers, could be 
no where better preferved than in the 
hands of fuch perfons, whofe rank con- 
fined them to moderation, and who had 
had the advantage of hearing and exa« 
ming the other fide of the queftion.' 

- The Prince did not recolleO: that li- 
centioufnefs of fentiment and manners 
takes fo much the ftronger hold among 
perfoiis of this rank^ inafmuch as they 
for that reafon feel one curb lefs ^ and 
this was the cafe with the Bucentauro ; 
xhoft of whofe members, through an 
execrable philofophy, and manners wor- 
thy of fuch a guide, were not only a 

difgrace 
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difgrace to their own rank^ but even to 
human nature itfelf. The fociety had 
its fecret degrees ; and T will* believe, 
for the credit of the Prince, that they 
never thought him worthy of admiffion 
into the inmoil fanftuary. Every one 
who entered this fociety was obliged, 
at lead fo long as he continued to be a 
member of it, .to lay afide all diftinc- 
tions arifing from rank, nation, or 
religion J in fliort, every general 
mark or diftinftion whatever, and 
to fubmit hirafelf to the condition of 
univerfal equality. To be elefted a 
member was indeed a difEcult matter, 
as fuperiority of imderftanding alone 
paved the way to it. The fociety 
boafted of the higheft ton and the moft 
cultivated tafte, and fuch indeed was 
its fame throughout all Venice. This, 
as well as the appearance of equality 
which predominated in it, attracted the 
Prince irrefiftibly;. Senfible converfa- 

I 4 tions. 
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tioHS, fet off by the moft admirable hu* 
niour, inftruftive amufements, and the 
flower of the learned and political w.orld, 
which were all attratled to this point 
^s to their common centre, cojicealed 
from him for a long time the daiiger 
of this conneftion. Though he had by 
degrees difcovered, through its malk, 
the fpirit of the inftilution, as they were 
^il-ed of being any longer on their 

guttiA* pefora nimi to recede was dan- 
gerous, and falfe (hame and anxiety 
for his fafety obliged him to conceal 
Ihe difpleafuf^ which he felt. But he 
already began, merely from fanuliarity 
with men of this claf$ and their fen- 
timents, though they did not excite 
lim to imitation, to lofe the pure and 
charming fimplicity of his charafter, 
and the delicacy of his moral feelings. 
His underftanding, fo little fupported 
by any real knowledge, could not. With- 
out foreign affiftance, folve the falla* 

cious 
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cious fapKifms with which he had been 
here enfiuwed ; aiul this fatal corroder 
hadconfumed all> or nearly all^ on which 
his morality refted. He gave away the 
natoral and neceflary fupports (^ his 
happineis for fophifms which deferted 
him at a critical moment, and confe- 
quentfy obliged hira to abide by the 
beft decifion which fhould firft offer it- 
felf. 

Perhaps it was yet left to the hand 
of a friend to extricate him at a pro- 
per opportunity from this abyfs; but, 
befides that I did. not become ab-^ 
quainted with the interior of the Bu* 
centauro till long after the evil had 
taken place, an urgent circumftance 
called roe away from Venice juft at the 
beginning of this period. Moreover, 
Lord Seymour, a valuable acquaint- 
ance of the Prince's, whofe underfland- 
ing was proof againft every fpecies of 

I 5 deception. 
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deception^ and who would have mfal-' 
libJy been a fecure fupport to him, left ' 
us at this time in order to return to his 
native country. Thofe in whofe handa 
1 left the Prince were very worthy 
men, but inexperienced, exceffively 
narrow in their religious opinions, 
and as much deficient in infight 
into the evil as in credit with the 
Prince, They had nothing to oppofe 
to his captious fophifms, except the 
maxims of a bliild and unenquiring 
faith, which either irritated him or 
excited his ridicule. He faw through 
them too eafily, and his fuperior rea- 
fon foon filenced thofe weak defenders 
of the good caufe, which will be clearly 
evinced from an inftance that I (hall 
introduce in the fequel. The others^ 
who, fubfequent to this, pofleffed them- 
fclves of his confidence, were much 
more occupied in plunging 4iim deeper 
into it. When I returned to Venice 

m 
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in the following year, a change had ta- 
ken place in every thing. 

The influence of this new philofophy 
foon fhewed itfelf in the Prince's con- 
duct. The more he openly purfued 
pleafure, and formed new friendfliips, 
the more did he defert his old ones. He 
pleafed me lefs and lefs every day ; we 
faw each other feldom, and indeed he 
was feldom to be found. He had 
launched out into the torrent of the 
great world. His threfliold was never 
clear when he was at hpme. One amufer 
ment introduced another, one banquet 
another, and one pleafure was fuc- 
ceeded by a fecond. He was the beau- 
ty whom every one adored — the king 
and idol of every circle. As often a,s 
he reflc6ted on the former quietnefs of 
his retired life, amidft the buftle of the 
world, fo often did he find more rea- 
fon for aftonifhment. Every thing met 

1 6 his 



{ 180 ) " 

his wirties* Whatever he uttered Wa^ 
admirable, and wheiihe reip^ined filent 
it yvas committing a robbery upon the 
Con^pany. They underftood the art of 
almoft banilhing reflection from his foul 
by an agreeable thoughtlefsnefs, and 
through a. delicate affiftance to over-^ 
whelm him with it* 

This happinefs^ which accompanied 
him every where^ and this tintverfal 
fuccefs, taifed him indeed too much in 
his own idea«, becaufe it gave him re« 
hamce upon and confidence in himfelf. 

The high opinion which he thence 
acquired of his own wprth, made him 
credit the exceffive and almoft idola* 
trous adoration that was paid to his 
underftanding ; which^ without this 
augmented and fomewhat juft felf-com* 
placency, m.uft have neceflarily recalled 
him to his fenfes. For the prefent, 

however. 
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however, this univerfal voice was only 
the confirmation of that which his 
complacent vanity whifpered to him in 
private--4i tribute which he was en- 
titled to by right. He would hav« 
infallibly difengaged himfelf from this 
fnare, had they allowed him to take 
breath — ^had they granted him a mo* 
n^nt of uninterrupted leifure for com- 
paring his real merit with the pifture 
that was^ exhibited to him in' this 
feducing mirror ; but his exiftence was 
a continued ' Hate of intoxication, of a 
ftaggeriner dizzinefs. The higher h^ 
had been elevated, the more difficulty 
had he to fupport himfelf in his ele- 
vation. This inceflant exertion (lowly 
undermined him— reft had forfaken 
even his flumbers. They had difco- 
vered his weaknefs, and turned to good 
account the paflion which they had 
kindled in his breaft. 

His 
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His worthy attendants foon fuffered 
for the /pint of their lord. That anxi- 
ous fenfibility, thofe glorious truths 
which his heart once embraced with 
the greateft enthufiafm, now began to 
be th© objefts of his ridicule. He re- 
venged himfelf on the great truths of 
religion for the oppreflion which he 
had fo long fuffered from mifconcep- 
tion/ But, fince from too true a voice 
his heart combated the intoxication of 
his head, there was more of acrimony 
than of humour in his jokes. His dif- 
pofition began to alter, and caprice to 
make its appearance. The moft beau- 
tiful ornament of his charafter, his mo- 
deration, vaniflied— parafites had poi- 
foned his excellent heart. That ten- 
der delicacy of addrefs which frequently 
made his attendants forget that he was 
their lord, was now obliged not feldom 
to give place to a deciljve and defpotic 
tone, that made the more fenfible 

impreffion. 
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impreffion, becaufe it was not fbutided 
upon the external diftinftion of birth, 
for the want of which they could 
have more eafily confoled themfelves, - 
and i^vhich he himfelf dleemed lefs j 
but upon an injurious eftimation of his 
own individual merit; fince, when at 
home, he was attacked by refleftions 
that feldom made their appearance 
in the buille of company ; his own p.eo- 
ple^ feldom beheld him otherwife than 
gloomy, pceviflb, and unhappy, whilft 
a forced vivacity made him the foul 
of every circle. With the (incereft 
fofrow did we behold him treading 
this dangerous path. In the tumult in 
which he was involved, the feeble voice 
of friendfliip was no longer heard, and 
he was yet too much intoxicated to 
ufiderftand it. 

Juft at the beginning of this epoch 
an affair of the greatefl confequence 

required 
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required my prefence in the court of 
my ' fovereign, and which I dared not 
poftpone even for the deareft interefts 
of friendfhip* An invifible hand^ which 
I did not difcover till long after that 
period, had contrived to derange my 
affairs there, and to fpread reports 
which I was obliged to haften to con- 
tradi£t by my prefence. My abfence 
from the Prince was as painful to 
me as it was pleafing to him. The 
ties which united us had now been fe* 
vered for fome time ; but his fate had 
awakened all my anxiety : I on that 
account made the Baron d^ F>. • • , pro-' 
mife to inform me in his letters of 
every event, which he has done in the 
moft confcientious manner. Aa I was 
now for a confiderable time no longer 
an eye-witn^fs of thefe events, it will 
be allowable for me to introduce the 
Baron de F. • . in my ftead, and ,to fill 
up the gap in my narrative by the. con^ 

tents 
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tents of his letters, notwithftanding that 
the reprefentation of my friend F. . . 
is not always that which I (hould have 
given. I would not, however, alter 
any of his expreffions, by which the 
reader will be enabled to difcover the 
truth with very little trouble. 
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LETTER I. 

BARON F... TO THE COUNT O. • . 

T THANK you, my beloved friend, 
•^ that you have given me permifEon 
lo continue with you, even in your ab- 
ferice, the converfation of friendlhip, 
which, during your (lay here was my 
greateft pleafure. There is not any 
perfon here with whom I could venture 
to converfe, as you are well aware, on 
account of private tranfaSions; and, 
independent of that, I defpife the cha- 
rafter of the people. Since the Prince 
became a member of their fociety, and 
from the moment that you were torn 

from 



( 187 ) 

from us, I have been friendlefs in the 
midft of this populous city. 

Z. . . takes it in an eafier manner; 
for, encircled by the fair oties at Ve- 
, nice, he learns to forget the forroAvs 
I which he is obliged to (hare with me 
I when at home. And why fliould he 
! perplex himfelf? He defires nothing 
I from the Prince but that which a maf- 
! ter would bellow; but I, you know, 
' place him nearer to my heart, and think I 
can never be too folicitous about his wel- 
fare and happinefs; and, indeed, I have 
reafon for it. I have now lived with him 
lixteen years, and exift only for him. At 
the age of nine years I entered into 
his ' fervice, and fince that time I have 
I never been feparated from him. I 
have grown up under his patronage, 
fliared with him his pleafures and mis- 
fortunes, and time has converted refpe£l 
into a fincere attachment. Until now 

I looked 
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I looked upon him as my friend and 
brother; we balked in the fun-beam 
of happinefs, uninterrupted by the 
clouds of mifery. 

Since you have left us, confiderable 
alterations have taken place! The 
Prince . • de ... arrived here laft week 
with a great retinue, ailid has corrupted 
our circle of acquaintance with ideas 
of a tumultuous life. As he and our 
Prince are fo nearly related, and live 
at prefent upon good terms, I fufpeflf 
they will not feparate from one another 
during his ftay here, which will laft, 
as I have heard, till the Afcenfion, 
His debut h^s already attradted notice ; 
tod for ten days the Prince has been in 
the midft of gaiety. The ftile in which 
the Prince ... de ... has begun his 
career may be juftified upon the ground 
that his ftay here will not be long ; but 

the firft part of the bufinefs is, that .he 

has 
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has induced our Prince to partake of 
thofe infidious pleafures, knowing that 
he could not eafily deny him his re- 
queft, on account of the peculiar con* 
neftion which exifts between their 
houfes 5 added to this, in a few weeks 
we muft depart from Venice, when 
he will be obliged to abandon this ex- 
traordinary and infufferable mockery of 
fiappinefs, and which, perhaps, may 
make a feriods impreffion on his mind. , 

The Prince . . . de . . . , it is reported^ 
is here on the bufinefs of the order of 
. • • . That he has taken advantage of 
all the acquaintances of our Prince you 
may eafily imagine. ' He was received 
into the Bucentauro with great fplen- 
dor, and pleafed himfelf with the idea 
that he was chara£terized as a wit, and 
one of great fpirit > and he has called 
himfelf in his correfpondences (which 

4 

he oiaintains in all parts of the world) 
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i\x^ /ihilofiphical Prince. I know not whe- 
ther you have ever had the fortune to 
fee him perfonally . He difplays a pro- 
mifing exterior, piercing eyes, and. a 
countenance full of expreflion. Polite, 
and unafFefted, he entertains (pardon 
mo this expreflion) a princely refpeft 
for the feelings of his inferiors, but at 
the fame time puts great confidence ia 
himfelf. Who could refufe to pay a* 
doration to fo princely a charafter ? and 
how fuch a folitary Prince as ours will 
appear in oppofition to fuch dazzling 
accomplifliments, time itfelf.muft dif» 
cover. 

* 

In the arrangement of our affairs, 
many and great changes have taken 
place. We poflefs a new and magnifi- 
cent houfe oppofite the new Procu- 
racy, becaufe the lodgings at the Moor 
Hotel were too fmall for the Prince. 

Our 
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' Our houfehold has been augmented 
by twelve perfons. Pages, moors^ 
body-guards, &t. grace our retinue. 
You complained during your ftay h^re 
of extravagance ; you fhould be here 
now to witnefs the prefent fyftem. 

Our internal arrangements are iiill 
the fame 3 only that the Prince, who 
no longer refpefts the advice of thofe 
he once loved, is become more re- 
ferved and cold towards us, and that 
we very feldom fee him or are in his 
company, except in the hours employed 
in dreffing and undreffing him. Under 
the pretext that we fpeak the French 
language very bad, and the Italian, not 
at all, he excludes us from his pre- 
sence, which would not afFeft me in any 
great degree, but that I believe, to 
fpeak the truth, he is ai named of us 3 
and that circumdance difpleafes me, be- 

caule 
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caofe I am confident we have not de- 
ferved fuch treatmest. 

Of all our people (as you wifh to 
know the minutiae) be feem^sipoft at- 
tached to Biondello, whom he took 
into his fervice, as you muft remember, 
when be could not difcover the reti-eat 
of his former fervant from Bremen, 
and who has become, by this new man-* 
ncr of life, quite a ncceflary being. 
This man knows how every thing is 
going on at Venice, and he employs 
his time to fonie purpofe. He is as 
if he had a thoufand eyes and a thou- 
fand hands to fet in motion at once. 
He contrives all plans, and gains the 
greater part of his knowledge, as be 
fays, by the help of the gondoliers j 
for that reafon, he has become a great 
acquifition to the Prince. He iteakes 
him acquainted with every new face 
whom the Prince has met in his focie- 

ties; 



( in > 

♦ • 

lie$ ; and the fecret kiforirmttoil Vvfiklr 
he gives his Highnefs has always bce» 
found correQ:. Befide this, he reads 
and writeis the ItaKan and French in an 
cxc'dfcnt ftyle, by which means he ha^ 
already become the Prince's fecretary. 
I muft relate to you a trait of fidelity* 
in him, which is indeed very rare to 
be found in men of his ftation. Not 
long ago a merchant of great confe- 
quence from Rimini begged to be ad*^ 
mitted to the Prince. The matter con-^ 
cerned a 'particular complaint againft 
Biondello. The Procurator, his former 
mafter, who muft have been an odd fel- 
low, had for fome time lived upon bad 
terms vsrith his relations. , Biondello 
foffeflfed his confidence, and to him 
he entrufl?ed all his fecrets. As he was 
tupdn his death-bed, he made him fwear 
never to difelofe then) to any one, that 
his- relations might not be benefited hy 
yot. I.- K them. 
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Ihem, and gave him, as a reward^- ar 
great legacy. 

When flie will was opened, and liis 
papers infpe£led, there were found con- 
Jfiderable numbers of blanks, to which 
Biondello alone could furnifh the key. 
He denied that he knew any thing of 
the matter, gave up to the relations his 
'egacy^ and perfeyered in his .fidelity 
to the jiyunftions of his deceafed maf- 
tec Great ,offers were made to him by 
the relations, but ^11 to no purpofe ; at# 
laft he eluded their threats of forcing, 
him to confeflion, by entering into the . 
fervice of the Prince. 

This merchant, who was the heir at 
law, addreffed himfelf to the Prince^ 
and made ftill greater offers to Bion-: 
dello if he would difcover the fecret — 
but it was all in vain. The Prince in-. 
terfered, but he remained firm. He 
^onfefled however to his Highnefs, that 

fecrets 
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fecrets of great importance were con- 
fided to him, and he did not deny that 
the deceafed might have afted with too 
much fe verity towards his relations; 
but he added, ** he was my good mafter 
and benefaftor, and with the firmed con- 
fidence in my fincerity he died. I was 
the only friend he left in the world*— 
as fuch I will never betray my trufl:, 
nor a£l in contradi£Hon to his dying 
requeft.^* In the mean time'he g^ve 
a hint, that a difcovery would not' 
add to the honour of his deceafed maf- 
ter. . Was not fuch conduft worthy to 
be imitated ? You may eafily imagine 
that the Prince did not infift upon his 
violating his vow of fidelity. This 
extraordinary attachment which he 
fliewed for the deceafed, gained him 
the moft unlimited confidence of his 
royal mafter. 

' K 2 '* Happinefs 



Happinefi' attend you» my dear 
friend* I look back upon our former 
manner of life with iecret ^pleafure^, 
to which }^u iiave O0ntfibuted in a 
high degree* I fear we ihaU neyer 
ir^e enjoy thpfe tranquil ^urs at Ve- 
nice: vhioh we were wont formerly to 
do, apd am much miftaken if the Prmcc 
is not of th« f^Tty^ may of thinking. 
The elerpent an which he Jivefi at pre- 
feot is not that in w^hich he can be hap- 
py in future^ or an experience of fix- 
teeoi years deceives j»e. F^rew^l i 
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LETTER IL 

ftAROK F. . . TO THE COUNT O. • . 

MAY 18. 

I HAD no idea that our ftay at Ve- 
nice would prove fo fatisfaftory a$ 
it has done. He has faved the life 
of a mmi— I am reconciled to him. 

The Pfince not long ago fuflfcred 
himfelf to be carried home in a chair 
from the Bicentauroi and tWCK footmen, 
with Biondelloj conduced him. I know 
iiot how it happened,, but the chair, 
which had been hired in hafte^ broke, 
and the Prince was obliged to walk on 

K 3 foot 
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foot the remainder of the way. Bion- 
dello went before. The* way lay 
through feveral dark ftreets ; and as 
it was not far from day-break, fome 
of the lamps burnt but faintly, while 
the others were totally extinguiflied. 
They had been walking a quarter of 
an hour, when Biondello difcovered 
that he had taken the wrong road. The 
fimilarity of the bridges had deceived 
him, and inftead of croffing that of St. 
Mark, they found themfelves ih Sef- 
fiere of RaftelU. It was in one of the 
bye ftreets., and not a foul ftirring near 
the fpot. They were obliged to turn 
back to gain, as the beft way, 'one of 
the princ^)al ftreets. They had walk* 
ed but a few fteps, when in an ^d* 
joining ftreet they diflrin6>ly heard the cry 
of "Murder!'* The Prince, unarmed 
ijs he was, fnatched from one of the 
fervants a ftick, and with his ufual 
courage, which you have often wit- 

neffed. 
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nefled, ran towards the pldce wh^hcer 
the voice iffued. . Three ruffianlike fel- 
lows were juft onr the point of van- 
quiOiing a perfon, who, with his fer- 
vant, was defending himfelf> apparent- 
ly overcome by fatigue, when the 
Prince appeared, and. prevented the 
villains from fnurdering him. His 
voice, and that -of his fervants, ftartled 
the murderers, who did not exp)eft in* 
Rich a difmal place to meet with any 
mterruption. 

They immediately left their man> 
after feveral flight fiabs with their dag- 
gers, and took flight. Fainting with 
lofs of blood, the wounded man funk 
into the arms of the Prince : his con- 
du£tors then told him, that he had fav« 
ed the life of the Marquis of Civitella, 
the nephew of the Cardinal A. . . !• As 
the Marquis's wounds bled very much, 
Biondello performed as well as he was 

K 4 able 
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ai)le the office of furgeon, and the Prince 
immediately faw him taken to the pa- 
lace of his uncle^ which was not far 
diftant from the fpot. This done, he 
left the houfe^ without difcovering his 
rank. But through the means of a 
fbotman> who was acquainted with 
Biondello, he was betrayed. The fol- 
lowing morning the^Cardinal appeared, 
an old acquaintance from the Bucen- 
tauro. The vifit lafted an hour; the 
Cardinal was in great emotion^ and 
when they feparated tears ftood in his 
eyes > the Prince alfo appeared extremely 
concerned. The (krae evening his High- 
isefs paid a viiit to the wounded man, 
whom the Surgeon affirmed would foon 
recover. The cloak in which he was 
wrapped up had in fome meafure fliielded 
him from the force with which the 
Jftabs were given.—Since that accident, 
QOt a day has pafled over without the 
Prioce paying a vifit to the Cardinal, or 

re- 
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receiving one from bimj and a great 
friendftiip begins to exift between hira 
and that family. 

The Cardinal is a venerable man of 
^ fixt}r,with a majeftic appearance, but full 
of gaiety and good health. X^ey think 
him one of the richell prelates in the 
whole Republic. Of his enormous 
fortune he himfelf is thetreafurer, and, 
although a prudent oeconomift, he does 
not defpife the pleafures of the world#. 
This nephew, who is his only heir, docs 
iK>t always poiiefs the good opinion of 
his uncle. Although the old man is 
not an enemy to youthful pleafures, the 
condu£t of the nephew appears to ex- 
hauil every principle of tolerance in his- 
relation. His diflipated principles; and 
bis licentious manner ofli^ying, fupported. 
by every vice tl^t is countenanced by 
the grolfeii fenfuality^ make Jiinni ^He 
terror of all fathers, and the curfe of" 
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domeftid happinefs. This laft attack, it 
is faid, was owing to an intrigue which 
he had concerted with the wife of the 
**** ambaffador: not to mention other 
troubles, from which only the power and 
money of the Cardinal could extricate 
him. Bu> for this the Cardinal might 
be the mod enviable man in all Italy, be- 
caufe he poflfeffes every thing that can 
make life worth preferving. But his ne- 
phew^s enormities render the gifts of for- 
tune fuperfluous ; and the continual fear 
of not being able to find an heir worthy 
of. his property, diminiflies the comfort 
that his Eminence would othcrwife enjoy 
in fuch a ftate of affluence. 

1 have this information from Bion- 
dello. In this man the Prince has ac- 
quired a treafure. Every day he makes 
Jhimfelf more worthy of eftimation, and 
we almoft hourly difcover in him fome 

new 
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new talent. Not long a^o the Pripce, 
being over-fati^ed, could not fleep. 
The night-lamp was extinguilhed, 
and no bell could waken the valet dc 
chambre, who' it was foon found was 
gone to fleep out of the houfe with an 
opera girl. The Prince had the re- 
folution to get up hirhfelf, to call 
one of his people. He had not gone 
far, when he heard at a little diftance 
from him enchanting mufic. He fol- 
lowed the found, and found Biondello 
playing upon the flute in his room, with 
his fellow-fervants round him. He com-^ 
manded him to proceed. With admira- 
ble flcill Biondello repeated the fame air, 
with the moft delightful variations and 
niceties of a virtuofo. The Prince, who 
is a connbifleur in mufic, declared, that 
he might play with great confidence in 
the beft concert. 
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I mv(t difmiis tH^ man," faid he 
to me the following naming ; ^^ I am 
unable to recompence him ^ccordbg to 
bis merits/* 

Biondello, who he^rd thefe words, 
cam<e towards him. 

^ ** Gracious Sir, if you do that, you 
deprive me of my beft reward." 

" You. are worthy of fomething better 
than being .a fervant,*' faid my matter, 
** I will not any longer be a bar to th« 
improvement of your fortune." 

" Do not prefs upon me any other 
fortune, gracious Sir, than that which 
I have chofen myfelf." 

•' And to negleft fuch a talent — No f 
I rauft not confent." 

'' Then 
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«^ Then permit me, your Highnefs, to 
exercife it every now and then in your 
prefence/' 

To this propofition the Prince im- 
mediately confented, and Biondello 
obtained an apartment adjoining the 
fleeping-room of his mafter, where he 
lulkd tami to ropofo by.foft and delicate 
airs^ and awoke him in the mbrning 
with the fame melody. The Prince in- 
fifted upon increafing his falary, which 
he didr not accept without requefting 
his Higbnefs to perfnit bim to let it lie 
ii^ his hands^ as^a capital which perhaps 
at forae future period might be of fcrvice 
to hiaa. The Prince expeQed that he 
would fooin apply for his money, or fome 
other favour ; and whatever it might have 
been the Triuce would not have de- 
nied it. Farewell, my bell of friends. I 
exp^ft with impatience news from 

tlETTER 
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LETTER Ilf. 

THE BARON F ... TO TRB COUNT O . . . 

JVNE 4. ' 

THE Marquis Civitella, who is now 
entirely recovered from his wounds, 
was intf oduced laft week by the Ciar- 
dinal his uncle to the Prince, and fince 
that day he has followed him like his 
ihadow. Biondello, I fufpe£t, has not 
told me the truth concerning the charac- 
ter of the Marquis, at lead he is gone 
too far in his defcription. 

He is to all appearance a moft amiable 
man, and irrefiftible in company. It is 

not 
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not poffible to be angry with him ; the 
firft fight of him has conquered all my 
prejudices. Figure to your mind a man 
of the moft enchanting perfon, a face 
full of uncommon expreffion, an in- 
finuating tone of voice, poffeffed of the 
m<^ft fluent eloquence, united with all 
the advantages of the beft education. 
He has none of that low defpicable 
pride which -in general fo much dif- 
graces the nobility here. 

Every afilion teems with the energy 
of youth, benevolence, and warm 
fenfibility. They muft, in relating 
his extravagances, have gone far beyond 
the truth ; I never faw a more perfeft 
contraft than his conduft is to that which 
is reprefented of him. If he be really fo 
licentious as Biondello aflferted, then he 
is a Siren, whom no creature is able to 
refift. 

Towards 
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Towards me he afted with linreferved 
confidence. He confeffed to me with 
the mofl agreeable franknefs, that he 
did not fta;id in high favour with his 
uncle the Cardinal^ ^ and perhaps he 
might have deferved his cenfure. But 
he was ferioufly refolved to amend bis 
life 5 and he declared the merit of hid 
reformation would entirely fall to the 
Prince : In the. meantime he hoped^ 
through his interference, to be entirely 
reconciled with his uncle, becaufe he 
had _ the higheft confideoce of the 
Prince's character. He had wanted till 
now a friend and inftruftor, and he 
hoped to acquire both in the perfon of 
the Prince* 

The Prince exercries all the authority 
of a tutor over himi and guides him 
with the paternal watchfulnefs and fo- . 
licitude of a Mentor. This confidence 
alfo gives him certain advantages, and 

he 
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he knows perfeftly well how to make 
them valuable. He feldom quits the 
prefence of the Prince, he partakes of 
all his pleafures, and has lately be*- 
come one of the Bucentauro ; and 

* 

that is lucky for him, — he was before 
too young. Wherever he goes with 
the Prince^ he charms the fociety 
by his accomplifliments, which he is 
well ikilled in turning to the greateft 
advantage. Nobody, they fay, ever 
could fucceed in teclaiming him ; and 
fiiould the Prince accomplifli this Her- 
culean labour, he will deferve thebigheft 
encomiums for his conduft. But 1 fear 
very much the tide will turn, tfnd 
Mentor become the pupil of his fcholarj 
to this end all the prefent circumftances 
feem to lead. 

The Prince * * d * * is departed, 
and indeed to the greateft fatisfa£tion 
of all here, my mafter not excepted. 

What 
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what I foretold, dearO . . . ., is thus hap- 
pily accoippliflied. Two fuch oppofite 
characters could not long, I was con- 
fident, maintain a good underftamling 
with each other. The Prince . .d . . 
was not long at Venice before I eb- 
ferved a fchifm in their friendfliip ; from 
which circumftance the^ Prince was in 
danger of lofing all his former admirers. 
Wherever he went, he found this rival 
in his way,, who pofleffed .the artful 
qualitj of turning every advantage in 
which our Prince was deficient to good 
account* He had a. variety of Jittle 
mancepvBes at his command, which our 
mafter, from a noble fenfibility, difdained. 
From fuchcircumftances, in a {hort time, 
he procured a number of friends of his 
own defcription to follow his adviee and 
participate in his fchemes*. It would 

have 



* In the unfavourable opinion which (he Baron 
F . . . . forms of our Prince, in feveral parts of the 
ijrft letter, every one who has the happinefs to 

know 
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have b^n better for the Prince if he 
had not confidered him a» an enemy; 
but had looked forward to the time when 
this would have been the cafe. But now 
he has advanced too far into the flreanii 
lo reach the fliore without difficulty. 
Although thefe trifles, by habit, have 
acquired an afcendancy over him, and 
probably he may defpife them in his 
heart ; yet his pride will not permit him 
to renounce them 3 naturally fuppofing 
that his fubmiffion will appear likecon- 
vifilion, rather than a free difpofition to 
confefs his abhorrence of them. The 
fatirical manner in which they always 
converfed, and the fpirit of rivalfliip 
that influenced his opponent, have alfo 
feized upon him. And to prefer ve his 
conquefts, and to maintain himfelf upon 
the dangerous principles to which the 

knovr him intimately^ will think with me, that 
he went beyond the limits of his judgmentif 
and will afcrib^ it to the prejudice of this young 
ebferver* as. of the count o...* 

opinion 
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opinion of tlie world had rireted him,. 
he is believed to augment the allurements 
of fafliion and gaiety, and this cannot 
be acquired but by fplendour equaF 
to his rank; on that account he has 
been involved in perpetual banquets, 
concerts, and gaming. And this ftrange 
madncifs diffufed itfelf through their 
houfliolds, although they are in general 
more watchful of the printiple of honour, 
than th^ir mailers 3 he is therefore obliged 
to gain the favour of his people by libera.* 
lity. A long chain of poverty is the 
unavoidable confequence of this un- 
happy connection. 

We have got rid at laft of the riVaf ^ 
but what he has fubvtrted cannot fo 
eafily be reftored. The treafure of the 
Prince is exhaufted ; all that he bad 
faved by a drift oeconomy is; gone ;. we 
mufthaften from Venice, or elfe be in- 
volved in debt, which, till now, he has 

carefully 
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carefully avoided. Our departure is 
certainly to take place as foon as frefh 
remittances arrive. 

The many unneceiTary expences he 
has incurred would be of little confe- 
quence if his happinefs increafed in 
proportion ; but be was never lefs 
happy than at prefent! He feels that 
he is not now what he formerly was — 
he is diiTatisiied with himfelf> and ruflies 
into aew diffipation* to avoid the pierc- 
ing confequences of refleftion. Ctoe 
new * acquaintance follows another^i 
which is fatal to his reformation. I know 
not what may happen,, but we muft 
-depart — We have no other fafety — But, 
dear friend, as yet I have not received 
a iSngle line from you — ^how muft I in- 
terpret this long filenice ? 



LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

THE BARON F.* . TO THE COUNT 

D*0. . . 

JUNE 12. 

T^ ECEIVE my thanks, dear friend, 
•**^ for that token of your ramem- 
brance which young B. . . hi brought 
over to me. But what do you fay about 
ietters which I was to have received f 
I have not received any letters from 
you till now; not even a line. What a 
circuit muft thofe which I now re- 
ceive have taken ! For the future, 
dear O. . . when you honour me with 
your letters, fend them by Trient, and 
under cover to my maften 

^ We 
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We have at length been obliged, 
ray dear friend/ to take that ftep which 
we had hitherto Co fortunately avoided. 

_ • • - 

The notes wer^ kept back, even at 
this preffing emergency — for the firft 
time were they : kept back 5 we were 
abfolutely compelled to have reoduffe 
to a ufurer, and the Prince willingly 
pays fomething more for the fake 
of fecrefy. The worft of thefe un- 
pleafant circumftances . is, that it de- 
lays pur departure. 

. Such* was the (late of our afFair§ when 
the Prince and I came to an explana- 
tion. The whole x>f the bufinefs had 
paffed through Biondello's hands, and 
the Jew was prefent before I bad the 
leaft fufpicion of it 

I was grieved to the heart to fee the 
Prince reduced to fuch an extremity, 
and it revived in me all the recolleftion 

of 
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o( the paftj and all my fears; for tbe fu- 
ture; fo that I certainly nMgbt liave 
looked a ]it<|| melancholy and. gloom/ 
vrhen the imurer left the room^ The 
PriacCj to whom the preceding fcene 
had doubtle& been by no means pleaf^ 
i^g*. walked backwards said forwards 
with uneafifteik. The rouleaus of gbld 
were yet lying on the table — ^I was 
(landing at the window^ and empliotying 
myfelf in coanting the windows in t^ 
Procuratie — there was a long filencev 
At length he addreffed himfelf to me — 



** F* . ." he began, ." I cannot bear 
any diiinal faces about me/' 

I was filent. 

** Why do you not anfwer me? — 
Do I not fee that it will break your 
heart not to pour far^h your ye^ation ? 
I command: you to fpqajfi. Yqui may, 

» perhaps^ 



( 817 ) 

perhaps, wonder what extraordinary 
affairs I am concealing from you." 

** If I am gloomy, gracious Sir," re- 
plied I, ^ it is <Mily becaufe I do not 
fee you in better fpirits." 

«* I know," continued he, ** that you 
think I have aded wrongly for fome 
time paft — ^that every ftep which I have 
taken has difpleafed you — ^that — 
What does the Count d'O. • . fay in his 
letters?" 

« The Count d^O. . • has not written 
to me," 

** Not written ? Why will you not 
confefs the truth ? You mutuary lay 
opeia your hearts to each other — ^you 
and the Count. I know it very weB : 
however, you ni&ed not conceal it fron) 

VOL. X. I. me 
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me. I fball not introduce myfeif intoi 
your fecrets.** 

^"'The Count dV.^ replied I, « has 
only anfwcred the firft .of three' letters 
whiqh I wrote to him." 

" I was wrong,'V continued he*; "is 
itnotfo? (taking up one of the roin 
leaus) I ihould hot have afted thus." 

• " I fee very plainly that the ftep was 

" I ou^ht not to have iaiolvetf lily- 
felf in fuch a neceflity." 

I remained filent. 

"Indeed, I ought not to' have ven-» 
tured beyond that point- in the comple- 
tion of my wiflies, fo as to have become a 

-grey. 
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greybeard as foon as I became a man; 
Becaufe I once ftep forth from the 
dreary uniformity of my former life, 
and look around me to fee whether 
there will fpring up no fource of en- 
joyment for me in any other quarter 5 
becaufe I — " 

.** -If it were only a trial, gracious 
Sir, I have nothing more to fey -, for the 
experience which it has procured for 
you would not be purchafed at too 
dear a rate, though it coft three times 
as much. It hurts me, I muft confefs, 
that the opinion of the world fhould have 
to decide upon the queftion, How you 
can be happy ?" 

" Fortunate man, who can thus 
defpife the opinion of the world! 
I am its creature, and muft be its flave. 
What elfe are we governed by, but 
opinion ? Opinion is every thing with 
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us princes. Opimon is *Qisr nurfe >ii4 
educatrefs in iafa|picy, our Jegiflatreft 
^nd miftrefs in out manly years, and 
our crutch in old age* Take fvmn 
us what we receive from opmk>n» and 
the meaneft of the humbled clafs is 
betteT off than we are ; for hi$ fate h;|s 
taught him a philofophy which enables 
htm to bear it. A prince who laughs 
at opinion^ is his own detlroyer, like 
tfa^ prieft who denies the exiftence <^ 
a god,"' 



'* And yet, gracious Prince- 



ly 



•* I know what you are going to 
fay. I can pafs the boundary of the 
circle which my birth has drawn, around 
me. — But can I eradicate from my me- 
mory all the foolidi ideas which edu- 
cation and early habit have planted 
in it, and whjch a hundred thoufand of 
you fools have ever been impreiling 

with 



( «3J ) 

with more and more firmnefs i Every 
one wUhes to be what he is to fetfei^ 
iAm^ and our exiftence confifta^ in fhort^ 
in apptamg Sapfy. If we cannot be fi> 
according to your mode, fhall we not 
for that reafon be fo at all ? If we can 
no longer tafte of joy immediately from 
its uncorrupted fource, (hall we not de- 
ceive ourfelves with an artificial enjoy- 
ment, (hall we not fnatch a fmall com- 
penfation even from the very hand 
which robs us?" 

** You once found thefe joys in your 
-own heart." 

" But if I do not any longer find 
them there ! — Oh, how came we to 
fall upon this fubje£l ? Why mu(t you 
awake in me the recollection of that, 

• 

even if I have had recourfe to this tumult 
of voluptuoufnefs, in order to ftifie a 
•voice which renders my life miferable — 

in 
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iiorderto lull to reft this inquifitive reat 
fon which moves to and fro in my brain 
like a fliarp fickle, and with every new 
ftroke cuts ofFa new branch of my hap- 
pinefs^" 



** Beft of princes. 



n 



He got up, and walked backwards 
and forwards in the room with unufual 
agitation^ and foon after left it.. 

Pardon, dear O. . . this tedious let- 
ter. You wifli to know every trifle 
which concerns the Pririce,. and I 
may juftly rank his moral philofophy 
among them. I know that the ftate 
of his mind is important to you, and 
his a£tions, I am aware, are^ on that 
account alfo important to you. I have 
for that reafon faithfully tranfcribed all 
that I recoUefted of this coriverfa*- 
tion. I ihall at a future period in^- 

form- 
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form you of a new occurrence, which 
you could hardly have Jbeen led to 
expeft from a dialqgue like that of 
to-day* FarewelL 
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